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Members of the Belmont Police Department salute during a
wreath-laying ceremony at the law enforcement officers’
memorial in Gaston County. The department lost an officer
in 2005.

Obama Proposes Cutting Death Benefit Money

National Police Week Honors Sacrifice Of Officers

From Staff Reports
The Obama administra-

tion wants to cut almost in
half a benefits program for
the families of slain police
and safety officers.

The president’s proposed
budget calls for cutting the
Public Safety Officers’ Death
Benefits Program from $110
million to $60 million.

The Justice Department
insisted no one would lose
benefits.

“Any family member who
is eligible for benefits under
this program will receive
them,” said Justice Depart-
ment spokeswoman Mel-
issa Schwartz.

Budget documents say
the reduction is being made
because “claims are antici-
pated to decrease,” appar-

ently because the number of
officers killed in the line of
duty has been decreasing.

“It makes us kind of ner-
vous. While we aren’t pan-
icking, it certainly has in-
creased our concern, ” said
Suzie Sawyer, executive di-

rector of Concerns of Police
Survivors.

Sawyer said as long as
the number of police and
safety officers killed doesn’t
increase too much, the
amount of money offered in
the budget could be enough.

Sawyer noted that in the
past, the government has
found more money for the
program when it needed
more, such as following the
Sept. 11, 2001 terror at-
tacks.

The PSOB Program pro-
vides death benefits in the
form of a one-time financial
payment of slightly more
than $300,000 to the eligible
survivors of public safety of-
ficers whose deaths are the
direct and proximate result
of a traumatic injury sus-

tained in the line of duty or
certain eligible heart attacks
or strokes.

The program also pro-
vides disability benefits for
officers who have been per-
manently and totally dis-
abled by a catastrophic in-
jury sustained in the line of
duty if that injury perma-
nently prevents the officer
from performing any gain-
ful work.

Chuck Canderbury, na-
tional president of the Fra-
ternal Order of Police, as-
sured the membership that
all claims for benefits under
the program will be fulfilled.

“The president’s budget
does reduce the amount
allocated to the Public
Safety Officers’ Benefit pro-

President Obama
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By Michael H. Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

Our nation paused last
week as our friends, families
and colleagues held memo-
rial services and wreath-lay-
ing ceremonies to honor law
enforcement officers killed in
the line of duty.

Flags flew at half-staff and
we wore black ribbons
across our badges in re-
membrance of our fallen he-
roes, and we were re-
minded of the risks the men
and women of law enforce-
ment face each and every
day.

That point was driven
home in North Carolina as
Sergeant Earl Murray Jr. of
the Nags Head Police De-
partment was killed on Fri-
day, May 15. He was the
eighth law enforcement of-
ficer in the state to die while
at work during the past year.

It happened on the same
day as thousands gathered

in front of the marble steps
of the Capitol Building in
Washington D.C., where the
Fraternal Order of Police led
a national day of mourning,
culminating Police Week for
2009.

Murray’s death, the result
of a single-car wreck on a
rain-soaked highway in the

Outer Banks, reminds all of
us that we never know when
tragedy will strike our family.

FBI Director Robert
Mueller said, “We have not
forgotten the sacrifices these
men and women have made
on our behalf, nor have we
forgotten the sacrifices
borne by the families and

friends of those we have
lost.”

According to the National
Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Fund, more than
18,200 peace officers have
paid the ultimate price in our
profession – 133 officers
died in 2008. Forty-seven
have been killed so far this
year.

In North Carolina, 419 of-
ficers have died, and with
the sergeant’s death last
week another heroes’ name
from our state will be etched
into the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial
located at Judiciary Square.

Murray’s name will be in-
scribed in the Book of Honor
that is kept in its museum;
and it will be read aloud at
candlelight vigils. And an-
other family will be invited to
Washington to place a single
red carnation into a wreath
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The North Carolina State
Lodge has endorsed the
national leadership for
another two-year term in
the Fraternal Order of
Police

The State Lodge has
implemented new proce-
dures for lodge secretar-
ies to report membership
and payments.

A Nags Head police of-
ficer is killed in vehicle
wreck while responding
to burglary call. He is the
first officer from the de-
partment to be killed in
the line of duty.

The Legal Aid Commit-
tee has problems with
some requests for legal
assistance.

With anticipation that
collective bargaining will
become law, the Frater-
nal Order of Police holds
seminar.

A roundup of news from
local lodges in North
Carolina.

Statistics show that 2008
was the safest year for
law enforcement officers.
The numbers show fewer
deaths attributed to bet-
ter training.

Drug smugglers are be-
coming more creative in
order to get drugs into
the United States.

The deadline is near for
making hotel reserva-
tions at the 2009 Na-
tional FOP Conference
in Long Beach.

The Fraternal Order of
Police asks members
and lodges to stop post-
ing the FOP emblem on
social networking sites.

An overview of legisla-
tion introduced in North
Carolina’s General As-
sembly and whether it is
supported or opposed by
the North Carolina Fra-
ternal Order of Police.
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Members of the Raleigh Police Department salute during the Wake County
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Service on May 12 honoring the 19
police officers in the county killed in the line of duty.

Photo Courtesy The Raleigh News & Observer

during the National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service.

The Fraternal Order of Police es-
timates that more than 25,000
people attended National Police
Week activities in and around Wash-
ington, including approximately
1,200 officers that participated in the
2009 Police Unity Tour - a cross-
country bicycle ride that raises
awareness of officers killed in the
line of duty and to raise money for
the Memorial Fund and the Hall of
Remembrance in the National Law
Enforcement Museum. This year
they donated $1.3 million.

Several officers from North Caro-
lina participated in the tour to honor
officers killed in the line of duty from
our state.

“Every day, peace officers put on
their uniforms and go to work to safe-
guard America’s communities and
uphold the freedoms we hold dear,”
said President Obama in signing a
May 11 proclamation honoring the
nation’s law enforcement.

The president did not attend this
year’s memorial service, but he of-
fered praise to the men and women
who “routinely place themselves in
harm’s way to protect people they
do not and will not know,” he said.

“They serve willingly and devot-
edly, and their commitment is essen-
tial for us to maintain a healthy qual-
ity of life, a strong economy, the
safety of our families, and a robust
national security system.

“The benefits that peace officers
provide come with great sacrifice,”
the president said. “Every year, many
give their lives in the performance
of their duties. Their contributions
live on in the communities they
strengthened, and their service will
never be forgotten.”

Attorney General Eric H. Holder,
Jr., the keynote speaker at this
year’s memorial service, reminded

each of us that we should honor the
memories of those we have lost and
to express a debt of gratitude that
we owe to all those for whom the
work continues.

“It is right,
therefore, that
we take time
every year to
pause and re-
member the
brave men and
women in blue
who work tire-
lessly to serve
our communi-
ties and protect
the bedrock freedoms that make our
nation great,” he said.

“It is right to pause and recognize
their amazing acts of heroism, their
bravery in the line of fire, their self-
less service amidst diminishing re-
sources and ever increasing de-
mands. But most of all, it is right to
stop and pay solemn tribute to those
fallen heroes who have given their

lives, who have given that last mea-
sure of devotion in service to a
grateful nation.

“They will live on in the stories of
courage and sacrifice told and re-
told by their grateful fellow officers,
some of whom live today only be-
cause a friend laid down his or her
life in the line of duty. These heroes
will live on in the homes and neigh-
borhoods of millions of law abiding
citizens across the country, whose
streets are safer and whose free-
doms are more secure because of
the sacrifices of these fallen officers.

“And most of all, they will live on in
the hearts of their surviving loved
ones – in the parents who never
thought they would have to bury their
child, in the spouses who are forced
to pick up the pieces, in the children
who are forced to bear a sadness
that no child should ever have to
bear,” he said.

The Attorney General reminded
us that our heroes live on in each of
us. Holder said he was grateful to
be surrounded by thousands of dedi-
cated police officers who serve on
the front lines. “Every morning, you
put on your uniforms and head to
work knowing that you may be called
upon to put your own lives on the
line,” he said. “You make the choice
to do so willingly - indeed, you em-
brace it. You serve for a purpose far
greater than yourselves, and for that
you deserve our undying gratitude.”

At the conclusion of the service,
leaders of the Fraternal Order of
Police, the FOP Auxiliary, Concern
of Police Survivors and the
NLEOMF brought the wreath, filled
with red flowers in the shape of a star,
from the Capitol to the memorial site
where it remained under the watch
of honor guards as hundreds of of-
ficers and family members passed,
some bending down to touch the
names of fallen friends or leave flow-
ers and other mementos.

At midnight, a lone piper played
Amazing Grace as the flags in Judi-
ciary Square were returned to full
staff signaling the end of Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Day.

In North Carolina, the state took
time to honor fallen officers at the
2009 Peace Officers Memorial Day
Ceremony in Kannapolis on
Wednesday, May 6. North Carolina
Attorney General Roy Cooper
hosted the service.

Thousands of law enforcement officers and families of the fallen attended
the Candlelight Vigil at the National Peace Officers Memorial in Washing-
ton D.C. on Wednesday, May 13.

Photo By The NLEOMF
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“We thank God for our heroes,,”
he told a room full of law enforce-
ment, family members of fallen of-
ficers and other attendees at Char-
ity Baptist Church.

“Each year I can say that it is the
most emotional day I’ve experi-
enced. It is a day of sadness, grief,
anger and sympathy, yet a day of
pride, determination and hope,”
Copper said.

Officers from all the over the state
attended the hour-long event, which
was sponsored by the N.C. Depart-
ment of Justice.

Bagpipes and the choir added to
the somber tone, as family members
hugged and officers wiped away
tears remembering those who had
died in the line of duty.

Following the service, the North
Carolina Fraternal Order of Police
sponsored a luncheon for officers
and families.

Across  North Carolina, local FOP
lodges and police departments
sponsored events during the month
of May honoring the memory of lo-
cal police officers. In Catawba
County, the lodge dedicated a new
law enforcement memorial. The High
Point Police Department also dedi-
cated a new memorial, a six-foot
bronze statute of a High Point po-
lice officer. In Gaston County, took
on the responsibility of organizing
the countywide wreath-laying cer-
emony.

In addition to Murray, seven other
North Carolina law enforcement of-
ficers have been killed in the line of
duty since last May, including:

• Deputy Christopher Boehm of
the Onslow County Sheriff’s Office.
The 36-year-old deputy was killed on
June 14, 2008.

Boehm and a local firefighter were
struck and killed by a tractor trailer
while directing traffic on U.S. 17. The
two, along with a deputy who was
injured, were assisting at the scene
of a controlled burn at Camp
Lejeune.

The driver of the truck was
charged with two counts of misde-
meanor death by motor vehicle and
one count of exceeding the safe
speed.

Deputy Boehm had served with
the Onslow County Sheriff’s Office
for 10 years. He is survived by his
wife and four children.

• Trooper David Shawn Blanton
Jr. of the N.C. Highway Patrol. The
24-year-old trooper was killed on
June 17, 2008.

Blanton was shot and killed while
making a traffic stop on I-40 near

Continued From P. 2

Canton. A struggle ensued during
the stop and he was fatally shot.

The suspect took Blanton’s ser-
vice weapon and fled the scene. He
was apprehended a short time later
by deputies from the Haywood
County Sheriff’s Office and officers
from the Canton Police Department.
He was subsequently charged with
capital murder.

Trooper Blanton had served with
the Highway Patrol for two years and
had previously served as a dis-
patcher for the Cherokee Tribal Po-
lice Department. He is survived by
his wife. His son, Tye, passed away
in October 2008 at the age of four
months.

• Trooper Andrew James Stocks
of the N.C. Highway Patrol. The 43-
year-old trooper was killed on Sept.
9, 2008.

Stocks was killed in an automo-
bile accident when his patrol car
collided with a garbage truck. He was
responding to an accident when the
collision occurred on Ten-Ten Road
in Apex..

He was transported to Wake-Med
Hospital where he died from his in-
juries.

Trooper Stocks was a veteran of
both the U.S. Army and U.S. Marine
Corps. He had served with the N.C.
Highway Patrol for four years. He is
survived by his wife and a child.

• Deputy Adam William Klutz of the
Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office. The
25-year-old deputy was killed on
Sept. 19, 2008.

Klutz was shot and killed while re-
sponding to a 911 hang-up call on
Fox Winkler Road.

The deputy was the first on the
scene and was shot as he exited his
patrol car. He was transported to
Caldwell Memorial Hospital, where
he died from his injuries.

A second deputy who arrived a
short time later was shot in the chest
several times and wounded as he
also exited his patrol car. His bullet
proof vest saved his life. The sus-
pect fled the scene.

Five days later, deputies search-
ing for the suspect found him dead
from a self-inflicted gunshot wound
on his property near Lenior.

Deputy Klutz had served with the
Caldwell County Sheriff’s Office for
one and a half years. He had previ-
ously worked at the Caldwell Deten-
tion Center for approximately one
year and had served three months
with the Hickory Police Department.
He is survived by his parents.

• Officer Richard Matthews of the
Wilmington Police Department. The
28-year-old officer was killed on Feb.
18, 2009.

Matthews was killed in an auto-
mobile accident while responding to
backup another office. His patrol car
struck a tree after he swerved to
avoid a box in the roadway on Ship-
yard Boulevard. He was transported
to New Hanover Regional Medical
Center where he was pronounced
dead.

Officer Matthews had served with
the Wilmington Police Department
for two years and had previously
served with the New York City Po-
lice Department for three years.

He is survived by his parents.
• Deputy Allen Pearson of the

Lenior County Sheriff’s Office. The
29-year-old deputy was killed on
April 8, 2009.

Pearson was shot and killed as
he and other members of the

Lenior’s Special Response Unit at-
tempted to apprehend a suspect
who had murdered a woman the pre-
vious day in a rural area of Lenior
County.

Deputies had responded to the
scene after receiving reports of a
man shooting a gun on a wooded
path. When they arrived, they found
the vehicle of a murder victim parked
nearby. The suspect was located in
the woods, where he was firing his
rifle. The suspect refused to surren-
der and fired at the deputies.

The Lenior County Sheriff’s Office
Special Response Unit was dis-
patched to the scene and located
the suspect with the help of a N.C.
Highway Patrol helicopter. As the
officers approached to take him into
custody, the suspect opened fire
with his rifle, which led to a gun battle
in which Pearson was fatally
wounded and a second detective
suffered a gunshot wound to his
neck.

The suspect was shot several
times by deputies and died from his
wounds.

Deputy Pearson had served with
the Lenior County Sheriff’s Office for
eight years. He is survived by his
wife.

• Deputy Brandon Scott Coker of
the Vance County Sheriff’s Office.
The 27-year-old deputy was killed on
April 25, 2009.

Coker was killed in an automobile
accident while attempting to inter-
cept a reckless driver. His patrol car
ran off the road on Nutbrush Road
and struck a tree, causing fatal inju-
ries.

Deputy Coker had served with the
Vance County Sheriff’s Office for
three years and had previously
served with the Warrenton Police
Department. He is survived by his
wife, parents and four brothers.

n Thanks to OfficerDown.com,
PoliceOne.com and the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Fund for providing information
for this article and photographs
used in this newsletter.

Officers from the London, England and Poland. Many of the international officers said they had paid their own
way to be a part of National Police Week.

Photo By DC Wire

gram by $50 million, anticipating
fewer line of duty deaths,” he said.
“But this will not, repeat not, reduce
the benefits received by officers or
their families in the in the event they
qualify for a disability or death ben-
efit.”

Canterbury said it is required by
statutes that benefits are paid. “It
is important to recognize that this
is a numbers game - a budgetary
device, not an actual reduction that
would impact an officer or gis sur-
viving family in terms of the ben-
efits to which he or they would be
entitled,” he said. “No matter what
the budget or the appropriation is,

the federal government is required
by statute to pay all sucessful
claims in full, whether they were 20
or 220.

“Frankly, I hope the administra-
tion saves even more than $50
million because that means fewer
officers will have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty,” he
said.

There were 133 police officers
killed in the line of duty last year, the
lowest amount since 1960, accord-
ing to the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund. The group
said killings of police officers are up
21 percent so far in 2009, compared
to the same period the year before.
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Commentary
Hello, and welcome to the

May edition of the North
Carolina Fraternal Order of
Police BlueNote. We have
been off-track for a few
months but are back and
hope to have this publication
distributed every other
month beginning with this
edition.

Currently we will only be
able to send this to you elec-
tronically but feel free to print
a copy and leave it in roll-call
or briefing rooms for all law
enforcement officers to read.
If you are reading this in
printed form and would like
to be added to the distribu-
tion list just call or email the
State Lodge office and let us
know of your interest.

This is a publication of the
North Carolina Fraternal Or-
der of Police; and we are in-
terested in what’s going on
in your lodge. Please submit
articles, pictures of lodge
functions, and notices of im-
portant events that your
lodge is sponsoring or host-
ing so we can include them
in the newsletter.

If you’re sending pictures
for publication please email
them in .jpg format and in-
clude information about the
event and who is pictured.
Be sure to include your lodge

name and include a contact
name and telephone number
so we can give it proper
credit or if we have ques-
tions.

There will be more in this
publication regarding the
deadline for submitting infor-
mation for publication and
where you should send the
material.

Our newsletter editor is
Gastonia Police Officer
Michael Schwartz, a mem-
ber of the Gaston County
Lodge. I would like to thank
Mike for agreeing to take on
this responsibility because I
believe communicating with
your membership is the life
blood of any organization;
Mike recognizes that and I’m
grateful to him for his time
and effort.

Communication Is Vital For Any Organization

Randy
Hagler
Vice President
rlhncfop@bellsouth.net

Collective Bargaining
As many of you know HR

413 has been introduced in
the House of Representa-
tives and seems to be mov-
ing quickly. Perhaps this leg-
islation has not moved
through Congress as quickly
as many of us would like to
see but it is moving none the
less.

Most Washington insid-
ers, including the leadership
of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice feel this legislation will
pass during the 111th Con-
gress.

Those that were in atten-
dance at the North Carolina
State Board Meeting in
Wilmington heard National
President Chuck Canterbury
say they felt sure the bill
would pass. In fact, we be-

lieve there are enough votes
to bring it the House floor for
a vote.

If and when passed, there
will be a two-year compli-
ance period that the states
will have to implement the
legislation, but it will no
longer be a state rights’ is-
sue. That’s why it is so im-
portant for the North Caro-
lina Fraternal Order of Police
to prepare now for collective
bargaining.

With that in mind, the
Board of Directors voted
unanimously to host a collec-
tive bargaining seminar later
this year.  This will be a
hands-on seminar that will
allow our members to actu-
ally bargain a contract from
beginning to end.  The Na-
tional FOP has been con-
ducting these seminars
though the Labor Services
Committee for more than five
years. They have been very
well attended and are very
informative.

The State Lodge’s Labor
Committee made the motion
for the State Lodge to pay for
this training for our member-
ship. The only cost the local
lodge will be transportation
to the seminar, accommo-
dations and the per diem.
We have been in discus-

sions with the South Caro-
lina Fraternal Order of Police
to co-host this seminar and
hope to soon announce
dates for the training, which
we are planning for late Oc-
tober or early November in
Myrtle Beach.

Please talk about this
training at your local lodge
meetings and be prepared
to send members that will
actually be involved in the
bargaining process when it
happens.

It may be a good time to
reach out to some members
that may not attend meetings
regularly or at all to get them
involved.  It’s crucial that each
local lodge be prepared to
send members and stand
ready to represent the local
membership when the time
arises, because if we don’t
there will be other organiza-
tion that will be glad to.
Legislative

The two-year legislative ses-
sion began on Jan. 28 in Ra-
leigh and already we have
seen many bills introduced
and being debated.  Your State
Lodge Executive Board
serves has the Legislative
Committee for the State
Lodge, but we need every
member to get involved by
staying informed on legislation
both supported and opposed
by the FOP.

We cannot be bashful
about contacting our sena-
tors and representatives and
ask them to support law en-
forcement by either voting
for or against bills of impor-
tance to the FOP.

Our legislative priorities
were set at our state confer-
ence in Greensboro last year
and they are:

• 25-year retirement
• Collective bargaining
• Due process for law en-

forcement officers
• Appointment of a FOP

member to the N.C. state
Criminal Justice Training
and Standards Commission

• Pay Roll deduction for
paying dues to professional
organizations like the FOP.

Some of this legislation
has been on our priority list
for years; so it’s not going to
be easy. But it can be ac-
complished, with your help.

For a complete list all bills
supported and opposed by
the North Carolina FOP
please contact your lodge
state trustee. They will have
a book that identifies the bills
that were introduced into the
General Assembly prior to
our spring board meeting in
Wilmington.

Good luck and stay safe.

While Wall Street grap-
ples with its financial down-
pour, main street America
is dealing with a potential
perfect storm of crime.
Tighter budgets for public
safety services have re-
sulted in fewer resources to
combat crime at the local
level. Reduced services
and a tough economic fu-
ture can make people re-
sort to crime just to make
ends meet.

Recently, Alfonso Len-
hardt of the National Crime
Prevention Council ad-
dressed a group of law en-
forcement professional. He
had some good ideas that
are worth repeating.

“Waves of local crime are
breaking out in communi-
ties all across the country.
It is imperative that the
Obama administration act
now to stem the rising tide
of crime,” he said.

Recently, 45 cities, in a
survey conducted by the
Police Executive Research
Forum, reported a 12 per-
cent increase in robberies
over the last two years and
an increase of nearly 10
percent in aggravated as-
saults with a firearm. Fur-

Crime Gains Momentum As Economy Stumbles

thermore, a recent report
stated that nearly 30 per-
cent of U.S. cities reported
an increase in vandalism
and burglary from fore-
closed properties.

Sure, the Obama admin-
istration has offered stimulus
money and JAG grants for
law enforcement, but the
damage has already been
done as police departments
have already been forced to
make deep budget cuts, re-
duced services, trimmed the
workforce and foregone hir-
ing new officers.

Lenhardt says if America
wants to stop the rising
crime in our hardest-hit
communities and keep
crime at bay in others, we

must invest in comprehen-
sive approaches to fighting
crime.

The NCPC is calling for
a five-step agenda to pre-
vent crime:

1. Restore funding to lo-
cal law enforcement and
public safety services with
emphasis on bringing
crime prevention education
services back to local po-
lice departments.

2. Create a movement to
prevent crime in America.
Call upon all citizens to be-
come actively engaged in
the effort to reduce crime
and get involved in preven-
tion activities that create
safer, more caring commu-
nities.

Michael
Schwartz
BlueNote Editor
mikehschwartz@carolina.rr .com

3. Support crime preven-
tion education initiatives
and programs that work to
build better citizens who
work to prevent crime in
communities hardest hit by
current spikes in crime.

4. Establish a crime-pre-
vention organization in ev-
ery state whose responsi-
bility would be to engage all
levels of the community in
prevention strategies and
to work with local law en-
forcement to find solutions
to local crime problems.

5. Reduce the rate of re-
cidivism by providing re-
entry programs, crime-pre-
vention education, and job
opportunities for the more
than 650,000 prisoners re-
turning to their communi-
ties each year.

These sound like pro-
grams that need to be
implemented or at least
discussed.

Lenhardt did have one
lighthearted offer for Presi-
dent Obama. “If it helps with
the new puppy talk at the
White House, the NCPC is
happy to lend our beloved
icon, McGruff the Crime
Dog, to keep things safe
and sound.”



State News

State Board Endorses National Officers
Chuck Canterbury

President
David Hiller

Vice President
Patrick Yoes

Secretary
Tom Penoza
Treasurer

Frank Gale
2nd Vice President

From Staff Reports
The North Carolina Frater-

nal Order of Police has en-
dorsed the re-election of the
national executive board for
another two-year term.

At the spring board meet-
ing in Wilmington, lodge
members unanimously
voted to support Chuck Can-
terbury as president; David
Hiller as vice president;
Patrick Yoes as secretary;
Tom Penoza as treasurer;
Frank Gale as 2nd vice
president; and Tim Downs
as sergeant-at-arms.

Election for national office
will take place at the 59th
national conference in Long
Beach, California, which will
be held Aug. 16-20. Only
lodge delegates can vote
during the FOP biennial
meeting.
President

Canterbury, of South
Carolina, began serving as
national president in January
2003 after the death of Presi-
dent Steve Young. He has
been re-elected three times
by acclamation since that
time.

He joined the FOP in
1984 when he, along with 11
other officers, chartered their
local lodge. He served as its
president for 13 years. Can-
terbury went on to serve as
state president from 1990 to
1998.

Canterbury began his ser-
vice on the Grand Lodge Ex-
ecutive Board in 1995 when
he was elected to the first of
three terms as the 2nd vice
president. In 2001, he was
elected vice president.

Canterbury retired in 2004
from the Horry County Police
Department in Conway. He
began his police career in
1978.
Vice President

Hiller was re-elected at the
58th Biennial Conference in
Louisville to serve a second
term as national vice presi-
dent.

He previously served as
the state president, state
secretary and national
trustee for the State of Michi-

gan. Hiller has been a mem-
ber of the FOP and Grosse
Pointe Lodge in Michigan
for over 35 years.

He currently works for the
Grosse Pointe Park Depart-
ment of Public Safety where
he has been employed for
35 years. Prior to that he
worked for the Detroit Police
Department for three years.
Secretary

Yoes, of Louisana, has
been an active member in
the Fraternal Order of Police
for over 25 years.

Since joining the St.
Charles Lodge in 1984, he
has held nearly every elected
position, including six terms
as lodge president. He is
serving his fourth two-year
term as president of the

Louisiana State FOP
Lodge.

In 2000, Yoes was recog-
nized as the National Frater-
nal Order of Police Jack
Dudek Member of the Year
in recognition of his service
and dedication to his com-
munity, his department, and
the FOP on the local, state
and national levels.

Yoes was serving as na-
tional sergeant-at-arms
when in 2004 he was
elected national secretary.

Yoes is employed by the
St. Charles Sheriff’s Office,
a suburb 20 miles west of
New Orleans, LA.
Treasurer

Penoza was re-elected at
the national conference in
Louisville to serve a fifth term

as national treasurer.
A member of the Fraternal

Order of Police for over 35
years, Penoza has served
as the national trustee for
Delaware for 10 years and
state treasurer for 11 years.

Penoza also served as lo-
cal lodge president and vice
president of Newark Lodge.

He is a retired captain of
the Newark Police Depart-
ment where he served for 22
years.
2nd Vice President

Gale is a sergeant with 17
years of service to the Den-
ver County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and a charter member
of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Denver Sheriffs Lodge
in Colorado.

He has served in many

assignments during his ca-
reer, both in his agency and
in the FOP. He is currently
the state president.

Gale was elected national
2nd vice president at the
national convention in Lou-
isville. He had served as na-
tional sergeant-at-arms
since 2004.
Sergeant-at-Arms

Downs, of Indiana, has
been a FOP member for
more than 30 years and
served as national sergeant-
at-arms for the past two
years.

He is currently serving his
fifth term as the president of
the Indiana State Lodge.
Downs is a member of the
Chris Anton Lodge in
Merrillville.

Remembering The Fallen
Juanita Jackson participates in a candlelight vigil at the
Johnston County Community College on May 12. A memorial
service and the candlelight vigil was sponsored by the
Johnston County Fraternal Order of Police.

Photo By The Johnson Co. Lodge

New Procedures
For Secretaries

From Staff Reports
The North Carolina State

Lodge has implemented
new membership reporting
procedures for lodge secre-
taries and treasurers.

Under the new policy,
which took effect on Jan. 14,
all membership forms and
payments will now be sent
directly to the State Lodge
office in Cary and not to
State Treasurer Tim Brewer
in Newton.

The State Lodge staff will
make copies of member-
ship documents and then for-
ward the information along
with any payments to the
state secretary.

Lodge secretaries will still
need to perform electronic
membership filing through
the national Web site at
www.fop.net.

The State Lodge has de-
veloped a new membership
reporting form that must be
submitted with any changes
in membership, such as sus-
pension and reinstatement
of members. The form can
be obtained via email
through the state office.

This change includes the
filing of per capita taxes,
death benefits and other
payments normally made in
May and November.

The new procedures does
not affect deadlines for sub-
mitting per capita tax pay-
ments to the state and the
national lodge as stated in
the constitution & bylaws, so
secretaries will need to con-
tinue to submit payments by
the deadlines to avoid pen-
alties.

“While it is understood that
most local lodge secretaries
submit suspended and rein-
stated members on-line, it
will now be necessary to also
list this information and sub-
mit this list to the state office,”
President Terry Mangum
said. “By streamlining this
procedure we should be
able to better track and ex-
pedite this process.”

If you have questions con-
tact the State Lodge office
at 800-628-8062.

The forms, along with
checks, should be mailed to
1500 Walnut St., Cary NC
27511-5927.



From Staff & Wire Reports
Nags Head Police Sergeant

Dulan Earl Murray Jr., 48 of Kitty
Hawk, died on May 15 in a one-ve-
hicle accident in the 3000 block of
South Croatan Highway.

He is the first
Nags Head po-
lice officer to be
killed in the line
of duty.

The wreck oc-
curred at around
3 a.m. near the
Nags Head El-
e m e n t a r y
School as the
officer was re-

sponding to a residential breaking
and entering call. Murray lost control
of his vehicle, left the road, and came
in contact with a power pole. He
died at the scene.

“This is a devastating loss to our
community,” Nags Head Mayor
Renée Cahoon said. “Earl Murray
was one of the finest, most dedi-
cated officers we’ve ever had. More
importantly though, he was one of the
most dedicated family men we’ve
ever known. We are so much better
off for having known Earl. This loss
is just indescribable.”

Town Manager and Public Safety
Director Charles Cameron said he
has known Murray for more than 30
years. “He was one of the most ad-
mirable law enforcement officers I’ve
ever known. Earl was a wonderful
father and husband, and had a true

Nags Head Officer Killed In Vehicle Wreck

Murray

Family members of Sergeant Dulan Earl Murray Jr. of the Nags Head Police Department visit a makeshift memorial
at the spot where the officer wrecked on Friday, May 15 while responding to a burglary call.

Photo By Chris Curry Of The Virginia-Pilot

love for his fellow man. My thoughts
and prayers remain with his entire
family as they go through this time
of unimaginable grief.”

Murray had been employed with
Nags Head since February 1997,
and has over 26 years of law en-
forcement experience. He previ-
ously worked for the Kitty Hawk Po-
lice Department and was a former
deputy for the Dare County Sheriff’s

Office.
The sergeant had built a reputa-

tion as a good officer and was well
respected in Dare County.

“He was everything that you
wanted to see in an officer,” Nags
Head Lt. Kevin Brinkley said. “In a
supervisor role, other officers would
tell him they strive to be like Sergeant
Murray. He was one of the officers
you’d be proud to say was an officer.

He did just great work.”
Murray is survived by his wife Kim-

berly, and his daughters Paige and
Samantha. The funeral for the officer
was held on May 19.

The North Carolina Highway Pa-
trol is investigating this incident. It
was raining at the Outer Banks at
the time, but authorities do not know
if the weather was a contributing fac-
tor in the wreck.

Committee Requests Neater
Applications For Legal Aid

From Staff Reports
The Legal Aid Committee is hav-

ing problems with applications
turned in by local lodges. Commit-
tee members cannot read them.

Chairperson John R. Bryd Sr. has
issued a letter to lodge officials not-
ing that the State Lodge has received
a number of applications for legal
assistance that are unreadable be-
cause they are hand-written.

Effective immediately, Byrd said
the Legal Aid Committee will require
that the application must be typed.
Failure to comply will mean the ap-
plication will be returned to the local
lodge, which could result in delays
in the FOP member receiving assis-
tance.

Byrd said that a new application
form is now available that can be
filled out before being printed. It can

be found on the state’s Web site at
www.ncfop.org.

“This will help the committee ex-
pedite the process and better serve
our membership,” Byrd said.

In addition, Byrd requests more
details of the incident that caused the
request to be included in the appli-
cation and why the member is re-
questing assistance.

The committee also reminded
lodge secretaries that a signed
copy of the Legal Aid agreement
must accompany the application.

If you have questions please con-
tact Byrd at 336-608-4809 or email
him at jrbsenior@charter.net.

Legal Aid applications should be
mailed directly to the State Lodge
office at 1500 Walnut Street, Cary
NC 27511. They will copied and dis-
tributed to the committee.

From Staff Reports
The Winston-Salem/Forsyth

County Lodge is holding a raffle to
raise money for its lodge programs
and services.

The grand prize is a gift certificate
to purchase a Glock 40-caliber
Model 22 pistol, with a retail value
of $499.

Tickets are $1 each or six tickets
for $5. Tickets can be purchased
through the lodge membership.

A second place prize will be a
mahogany body pearl inlay mando-
lin, with a value of $298. There is a

Winston-Salem Lodge Hosts Gun Raffle

$50 cash prize for third place; and
$25 prize for fourth.

The drawing will be held Nov. 14.
For information or to obtain raffle

tickets, contact State Trustee Buddy
Russ at 336-971-0562 or email him
at buddyruss101@yahoo.com.

Successful Lodge Project
On April 4, 2009 the Outer Banks Lodge held its first annual Easter Egg Hunt
for children eight years and younger. Sister Julie Haner co-ordinated the event
and with the help of several volunteers from the lodge on the day of the event
made the Egg Hunt a success.  About 50 children attended the event at Aviation
Park in Kill Devil Hills which had candy and prizes along with “Ident-A-Kid”
sponsored by the Kill Devil Hills Police Department. They also collected canned
food donations for the Outer Banks Food Pantry.

Photos By The Outer Banks Lodge

Thanks For The Care Package
TSgt John Penland USAF (2nd from left) home on leave from Afghanistan
stopped at the Outer Banks Lodge’s first annual Easter Egg Hunt with his
family to express his person thanks for the Christmas care package the lodge
sent his unit. Pictured left to right is Lodge President Gene Johnson, Penland,
Marilyn Penland and Lodge Chaplain Kelly Lawson.



Collective Bargaining Seminar Held
North Carolina State Lodge To Plan Additional Training For Lodges

By Michael H. Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

Law enforcement officers
in North Carolina should be
prepared for collective bar-
gaining.

Bill Worters, of the Na-
tional Labor Committee,
held the seminar “Getting
Prepared for Collective Bar-
gaining” for members at-
tending the spring board
meeting on March 27.

“When collective bargain-
ing becomes law, then law
enforcement must be ready
and trained to immediately
start negotiations for labor
contracts,” he told a group
of 48 representatives of lo-
cal lodges across North
Carolina.

“Notice that I said, ‘when’
and not ‘if’ the legislation is
passed,” he said, referring
to current legislation that is
making its way to the U.S.
House of Representatives.

H.R. 413, the “Public Em-
ployer-Employee Coopera-
tion Act” has been intro-
duced into the House, and it
is considered one of the
Fraternal Order of Police’s
highest priorities.

The legislation would rec-
ognize the fundamental

rights of public safety em-
ployees - primarily law en-
forcement officers and
firefighters - to form and join
unions and bargain collec-
tively with their employees
over wages, hours, and
working conditions without
undermining state collective
bargaining laws.

National President Chuck
Canterbury has called on Con-
gress to pass the legislation.
“Because this right has not
been recognized, public safety
employees are denied any
opportunity to influence the
decisions which affect our ca-
reers and livelihoods.

“Public safety occupa-
tions are unique, and their
labor relations need to reflect
that,” the president said.

The legislation would em-
power the Federal Labor
Relations Authority to govern
the labor-management rela-
tionship in those few cases
where state laws are not in
substantial compliance with

the bill’s basic, minimal re-
quirements,” he said.

Only two states, including
North Carolina, prohibit law
enforcement officers from
forming unions. The other
state is Virginia.

The bill introduced does
not require binding arbitra-
tion and specifically prohib-
its strikes and lockouts and
would not change any state’s
right-to-work laws.

Canterbury said the FOP
is expecting federal legisla-
tion to pass during the cur-
rent term in Congress. “We
have been in contact with
members of Congress, and
we are certain that it will be-
come law,” he said.

Once passed, states will
have two years to implement
the legislation, Canterbury
told the group.

If states failed to enact
their own law, then the FLRA
would issue regulations that
provide for the recognition of
unions and the process for
bargain collectively.

“The men and women in
law enforcement who put
their lives on the line every-
day to protect our streets and
neighborhoods have a right
to be involved in the deci-
sions which affect their live-
lihoods - something they
cannot do as long as they
are prohibited from exercis-
ing their rights at the bargain-
ing table,” Canterbury said.

H.R. 413 as presented al-
lows states to exempt those
local and county governments
with a population of less than

5,000 or those employers with
fewer than 25 full-time employ-
ees from participating, Canter-
bury said.

Worters stressed the
need for FOP members to
receive training in creating
labor contracts. The national
lodge offers the training, but
at a cost.

Greta Philbeck, state Labor
Council chairperson, said the
North Carolina State Lodge is
working to schedule such
training this fall, possibly in
October or early November.

Philbek said the state will
partner with the South Caro-
lina State Lodge to sponsor
“Basic Collective Bargain-
ing Prospective: How to Bar-
gain”, which could be held in
Myrtle Beach.

Philbeck said the training
would offer tools for those
who are new to collective
bargaining and can be used
as a refresher for people al-
ready experienced in creat-
ing labor contracts.

The seminar would in-
clude hands-on training,
role-playing activities with
classroom instruction, and it
engages actual bargaining
techniques.

Once planned, Philbeck
said the State Lodge would
pick up the cost of the train-
ing; with local lodges being
responsible for transporta-
tion, accommodations and
meals for lodge representa-
tives to attend.

State Vice President
Randy Hagler is encourag-
ing all lodges to send at least

one representative to the
seminar. “It’s the men and
women who will be sitting
across the table doing the
negotiations that need to at-
tend this training,” he said.
“Unless we want some other
group representing us, then
the FOP needs to step up
and be prepared when col-
lective bargaining is passed
and becomes law.”

Philbeck noted that the fed-
eral legislation has 44 co-
sponsors, but only one con-
gressional member from
North Carolina - Walter B.
Jones Jr. from the 3rd Dis-
trict - has signed on as a
sponsor of the legislation.

She encourages local
lodges to contact their con-
gressional representatives
and encourage support, or at
least vote to bring the legis-
lation to the House floor for
a vote. “It is imperative that
each member contact your
congressional representa-
tive from your home districts
so we can keep this bill
alive,” she said.

“The North Carolina Labor
Council is devoted to our
brothers and sisters in law
enforcement across the
state and the passage of HR
413,” Philbeck said.

Hagler said the state’s
membership must band to-
gether to get the bill passed.
“The state will get out the
message, but it is up to our
6,000 members to get be-
hind it and make the calls.
We must be willing to help
get this legislation passed,”
he said.

Collective bargaining leg-
islation does not have sup-
port among some lobbying
groups, such as the League
of Municipalities and the
Sheriff’s Association.

Local lodges are urged to contact their Congressional representatives to
become cosponsors of H.B. 413, the Public Employers-Employees
Cooperation Act. Please forward a copy of letters or emails to the S tate Lodge
of any contacts made.

Board Votes To End
Fundraising Program

From Staff Reports
The North Carolina State

Lodge has ended its busi-
ness relationship with CDG,
the company raising money
for the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice.

The Goldsboro-based of-
fice ceased operations on
April 30, following a vote of
lodge members attending
the spring board meeting in
Wilmington.

They also authorized the
FOP’s executive board to
enter into a new contract with
one or more companies to
handle a new fund-raiser,
possibly a residential and
business program using
telephone solicitations.

The board attached a con-
dition that any approved pro-
gram should not interfere with
local lodge fund-raisers involv-
ing business solicitations in
their respective counties.

The State Lodge had
hoped to create its own fund-
raising program, based on
a business plan that had
been prepared by London,
Whitt & Co. That plan, which
was presented to the execu-
tive board in February, had
recommended a self-sup-
porting fund-raising pro-
gram because it would be

more profitable to the Frater-
nal Order of Police.

However, the state learned
that the initial cost for start-
ing a self-supported pro-
gram would be approxi-
mately $200,000 and would
cost the FOP an additional
$356,000 or more for the first
five to six months of opera-
tion.

The state board had pre-
viously given the FOP lead-
ership the power to start a
self-supporting program.

State President Terry
Mangum told board mem-
bers that it was the opinion
of the executive board that
current economic conditions
would prohibit spending that
much money.

“We had the right to de-
cide, however I didn’t think it
was the right thing to do, be-
cause of the large amount of
monies,” he said. “It is ex-
tremely costly, and at this
time risky. We have serious
issues with the economy.
Times are not right pres-
ently.”

The state board agreed.
Local lodges that are con-

ducting business fund-rais-
ing programs are asked to
notify the State Lodge so
there will be no conflicts.

No FOP Images On Social Networking Web Sites
By Michael H. Schwartz

BlueNote Editor
The Fraternal Order of

Police prohibits the use of its
logo or emblems on social
networking sites, such as
Facebook, MySpace or
Twitter.

National
Secretary
P a t r i c k
Y o e s
w a r n e d
members
attending
the March
27 spring
b o a r d
meeting in
Wilmington against display-
ing the FOP star emblem or
other trademarked images
on personal or lodge Web
pages on these sites.

Yoes said the sites have

become popular among
members and local lodges,
but using the FOP star em-
blem has raised trademark
infringement concerns with
the National FOP.

He said that the “terms of
service” of Facebook as-
serts “ultimate rights to any
images or contents posted
on your page.” Yoes said
that since the FOP emblem
is a federally registered
trademark, the social net-
working site cannot own or
“assert any rights to use it.”

Yoes has requested that
members and lodges re-
move the FOP emblem
from personal or lodge
pages. MySpace and Twit-
ter do not make the same
claim, but the national lodge
requests that members and
lodges not post the images

there either.
The national lodge does

not have a problem with us-
ing “Fraternal Order of Po-
lice” or “FOP” on these sites,
even if these terms are trade-
mark protected.

This prohibition does not
affect lodge Web sites on
the Internet that have already
been approved by the na-
tional lodge, in compliance
with Web site policy.

Yoes said the FOP is
working with Facebook to
get its policy change, but
until then you are asked to
stop using the emblem or
images.

Yoes



National News

From Staff & Wire Reports
Deaths of law enforce-

ment officers in the line of
duty fell sharply in 2008, with
the number killed by gunfire
reaching its lowest level in
more than five decades, ac-
cording to a report released
by the FBI.

A tougher criminal justice
system is among the rea-
sons cited for a less deadly
year for police.

Statistics show 2008 has
been “one of the safest years
for U.S. law enforcement in
decades.

Based on preliminary
data, the report found that
133 law enforcement offic-
ers were killed in 2008 — 90
of them accidentally and 43
intentionally.

Just the year before, the
group found 181 deaths —
108 of them accidental and
73 intentional.

“Fewer officers were killed
by gunfire in 2008 than in any
year since 1956,” the report
says. “Preliminary data indi-
cate 39 officers died in fire-
arms-related incidents this

2008 Was Safest Year
For Law Enforcement

year, compared with 68 in
2007, a reduction of 40 per-
cent.”

In a statement accompa-
nying the report, Craig W.
Floyd, chairman of the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial Fund, said,
“2007 was a wake-up call for
law enforcement in our coun-
try, and law enforcement ex-
ecutives, officers, associa-
tions and trainers clearly
heeded the call, with a re-
newed emphasis on officer
safety training, equipment
and procedures.”

He listed reasons for the
drop in officer deaths, includ-
ing better training and equip-
ment; increased use of less-
lethal weapons; more offic-
ers wearing bullet-resistant

vests; and an increased
awareness among officers
that “every assignment is
potentially life-threatening.”

Floyd also cited a downturn
in violent crime in general and
what he called a tougher crimi-
nal justice system.

“The reduction in firearms-
related deaths is especially
stunning, given the tremen-
dous firepower possessed by
so many criminals today,”
Floyd added in the statement.

While the report is some-
what good news, there also
was some grim statistics too.

“Deaths of female officers
rose sharply to 15 in 2008,
equaling the record high of
2002. For the first time, more
than 1 in 10 of the officers
killed in a single year were
women,” the report says.

“And while overall traffic-
related fatalities declined by
more than 14 percent, the
number of officers struck and
killed rose in 2008 — de-
spite the increased publicity
and enforcement of ‘move
over’ laws and other safety
initiatives.”

Causes Of Death
Shot
Auto Accident s
Struck By V ehicles
Job-Related Illness
Motorcycle Accident
Terrorist Attack
Aircraf t Accident
Drowned
Fall
Beaten

From NewsUSA
In 2008, 71 law enforce-

ment officers were killed in
traffic-related accidents.

“Tragically, many of
these fallen heroes made
the ultimate sacrifice be-
cause drivers just weren’t
paying attention,” says
Craig Floyd, Chairman of
the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial
Fund.

As a result, NLEOMF
has launched a major cam-
paign to provide drivers
with commonsense safety
tips. While the organization
is best known for the Na-
tional Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., Floyd hopes
this effort will save not just
officers’ lives, but drivers’,
too.

Those tips include:
• Focus on driving. Do

not talk on your cell phone,
eat, or hunt for items in your
car. When you’re driving 65
miles per hour, you’re trav-
eling almost 100 feet per
second. A two-second dis-
traction can be deadly.

• Give officers room. If an
emergency vehicle has its
lights or siren on, slow
down, move to the right and
stop if possible. Once the
emergency vehicle pas-
ses, do not follow too

Record-High Police Deaths
Prompt Driving Campaign

closely.
• Move over. When you

see an emergency vehicle
stopped on the side of the
road, slow down and safely
move one lane away if pos-
sible. Many states have
“move over” laws, and vio-
lators can be ticketed.

• Never drive on the
shoulder of a highway. It’s
not just illegal — it’s dan-
gerous. Emergency ve-
hicles use the shoulder to
get to crashes faster, where
a few seconds can mean
the difference between life
and death.

“Few people realize that
‘routine’ traffic incidents
are so dangerous,” says
Floyd. “But the number of
officers killed on the roads
has increased more than 30
percent during the past
three decades. That can
change, if motorists will just
be more careful.”

NLEOMF encourages
anyone who is serious
about safer driving to sign
its Drive Safely Pledge.
Though the pledge is not
legally binding, Floyd be-
lieves signers will be more
conscientious on the road.

And he adds, “No parent
should even think about let-
ting their teenagers drive
until they’ve reviewed the
driver safety tips.”

Causes Of Law Enforcement Deaths
1999-2008

Stabbed
Bomb-Related Incident
Struck By Falling Object
Struck By T rain
Bicycling Accident
Boating Accident
Electrocuted
Horse-Related Accident
Poisoned
Strangeld

561
481
154
140
87
78
38
23
18
11

11
8
8
6
4
3
3
3
2
1

Figures provided by the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund

By Doug Wyllie
PoliceOne News

The Department of Justice
recently issued some addi-
tional guidance intended to
help decision-makers and
grant-writers at state and lo-
cal law enforcement agen-
cies to best understand the
process through which they
can apply for 2009 Recov-
ery Act Allocations for Byrne
Justice Assistance Grant
(JAG) Program.

There are some “signifi-
cant differences” between
the Byrne/JAG awards in the
so-called economic stimulus
package and JAG funds
agencies have applied for in
years past. These differ-

DOJ Issues Guidelines On Obtaining Byrne-JAG Funding In The 2009 Recovery Act
ences include (but are not
limited to):
• An increased emphasis on
job creation and job retention
• Submission of particular
certifications specified in the
solicitation
• Time-specific quarterly
progress reports due 10
days after the end of a quar-
ter
• Specific Recovery Act per-
formance measures
• Increased federal grant
oversight

In the recently released
guidance from the DOJ, it
was noted that JAG monies
associated with the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009 are not

available to “local govern-
ments that have not reported
at least three years of data
(within the last 10 years for
which UCR data are avail-
able) on Part I violent crimes
of the UCR to the FBI are in-
eligible for direct Recovery
JAG local formula funding.

As a transition to imple-
menting the grant program,
the law permitted Recovery
JAG units of local govern-
ment during 2006, 2007,
and 2008 to qualify for Re-
covery JAG formula funds
based on the last three years
of UCR data which they had
submitted, in any prior
years.”

The DOJ documentation

also includes a catch-all ca-
veat that the “JAG solicitation
includes specific information
on these differences and
additional requirements.”
Translated, this means that
there’s plenty of fine print in
the Recovery Act, and grant
writers at agencies across
the country will have to think
— and do things — a little
differently that they’ve done
in the past. Since much of
the Byrne-JAG funding will
be granted on a competitive
basis, agencies should en-
sure that the individuals writ-
ing their grants are at the top
of their game. This could re-
quire getting them trained up,
and the time frame to do that

is extremely limited.
Margaret Stark, a consult-

ant who helps public safety
agencies navigate the wa-
ters of grant applications,
recently told PoliceOne that
they should take advantage
of grant assistance and train-
ing to maximize their
chances of winning awards.

“In addition, agencies will
need to have a clear needs-
assessment for their agen-
cies to ensure the funding will
be used for the most critical
needs within their depart-
ments,” Stark told Police-
One.

Tailor your “pitch” The
stimulus package specifi-

Continued On Page 9



cally reserves a total of about $4 bil-
lion intended to help state, local, and
tribal police prevent crime and im-
prove the criminal justice system in
the United States, “while supporting
the creation of jobs and much
needed resources for states and lo-
cal communities.” Among all of the
stated purposes of the stimulus
package, the preservation and cre-
ation of jobs is considered to be
paramount.

In fact, included in documents is-
sued in conjunction with the an-
nouncement that the DOJ had be-
gun to accept JAG applications was
the statement: “As one of its many
elements, the Recovery Act provides
the U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ) with funding for grants to as-
sist state, local, and tribal law en-
forcement (including support for hir-
ing), to combat violence against
women, to fight Internet crimes
against children, to improve the func-
tioning of the criminal justice system,
to assist victims of crime, and to
support youth mentoring.

DOJ is committed to working with
our national, state, local and tribal
partners to ensure this funding in-
vests in the American workforce.”

For law enforcement, the funds in
the Recovery Act most directly con-
nected with jobs is the roughly $1
billion in COPS funding, all of which
is required to go to jobs. But there
are ways to tie your applications for
JAG grants to the creation and re-
tention of jobs.

For starters, if the equipment for
which you are seeking funding is
made in the United States, you’d be

crazy to not note that in your appli-
cation.

Time is of the essence
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder
recently said that because the esti-
mated $2 billion in Byrne JAG grant
funding is formula-based, agencies
will be able to “access these much
needed resources quickly.”

Attorney General Holder sug-
gested that once the DOJ receives
applications, “we will start getting the
money out the door within fifteen
days.”

That formula, according to docu-
mentation outlining the procedures
to apply for this funding, is based on
population and violent crime statis-
tics, in combination with a minimum
allocation to ensure that each state
and territory receives an appropri-
ate share of funding.

Sixty percent of the allocation is
awarded directly to a state and 40
percent is set aside for units of local
government.

“This funding is key to helping our
states and local governments fight
crime and keep our streets safe,”
A.G. Holder recently said, adding that
the DOJ is “moving ahead of sched-
ule to allocate these resources so
we can retain police officers, en-
hance law enforcement capabilities,
and ensure that we have the tools
and equipment necessary to build
safer communities.”

“We will be smart in the way we
allocate these resources,” Holder
said, “and we will hold ourselves ac-
countable for the how the funds are
spent, but we will ensure that their
delivery is not delayed by bureau-
cratic red tape in Washington.”
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From PoliceOne News
Drug traffickers are throwing

everything they’ve got at getting
drugs into the United States any way
they can.

At the San Ysidro crossing near
the Mexican border, officials have
found drugs smuggled in things such
as tables, toys, furniture, holiday
candles, even tennis shoes.

“Their bottom line is to make
money, and they are going to do
whatever they can to ensure that that
happens,” said Mike Unzueta, the
special agent in charge for
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement in San Diego. “They’ve
become very, very creative.”

Drugs also are brought in
underground through tunnels; some
100 have been discovered since
1990 along the 1,950-mile U.S.-
Mexico border. The most
sophisticated tunnels have lights, air
systems and hydraulics. While drugs
flow north into the United States,
weapons and cash flow south into
Mexico.

The smuggling organizations are
well-established and sophisticated.
They have a recognized hierarchy
and employ the latest technology,
said Rafael Reyes, chief of global
enforcement operations for the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration.

Border agents have found radios,
cells phones and global positioning
system tracking devices, leading
officials to believe drug cartels
positioned on or close to the border

are in constant contact with drug
runners.

“These guys are very ingenious,”
Reyes said. “They will exploit any
vulnerability that they can.”

Reyes said that means factoring
in the possibility a certain
percentage of drugs will be seized
by federal agents: “They’ll line up 10
loads, and if you pick off two or three,
well, that’s the cost of doing
business, ‘I got seven across.’ So
it’s that shotgun mentality.”

The same thinking applies to

Drug Smugglers Becoming More Creative, U.S. Agents Say

drugs smuggled in the waters of the
eastern Pacific off the coasts of
Central and South America.

U.S. Coast Guard Capt. Vincent
DeLaurentis and his crew on the
cutter Hamilton came back from
three months of searching for drugs
inbound to Mexico. They covered an
area of ocean about the size of the
Southeastern United States. They
captured six hard-to-detect boats
that travel at night and seized 30,000
pounds of pure cocaine.

DeLaurentis said drug traffickers
have become much more
aggressive in their smuggling
tactics. Among the new trends, he
said, “They’re using vessels that are
less and less detectable, whether it’s
these go-fast boats that travel at
night or the new self-propelled semi-
submersible vessels.”

Known as SPSS, self-propelled
semi-submersibles are something
like submarines, but they cannot fully
submerge. Anywhere from several
inches to a couple of feet remain
above the water line; they are
painted a blue or gray for
camouflage, and they are flat on top
with valves and air holes.

They are difficult to detect and
have become increasingly
sophisticated. Some can travel up
to 5,000 miles and use fuel tanks for
ballast. They can carry some seven
to 10 tons of drugs, and because of
their low profiles and low radar
signatures, the vessels are popular,
DeLaurentis said.

The submersibles are built in the
rebel-controlled jungles of
Colombia, and the U.S. Coast
Guard said cartels pay for
construction. The craft rendezvous
with fishing vessels or “go-fasts” —
boats that are typically 40 feet long,
go 40 knots and can carry several
tons of heroin or cocaine. The drugs
then go to Mexico, where the cargo
is offloaded and transported across
the border into the U.S.

“The fact they’re developing semi-
subs that can carry huge amounts
of drugs and running those vessels
for thousands of miles tells me that
it’s a very sophisticated operation,”
said Capt. Tom Farris, commander
of Coast Guard Sector San Diego.

The Coast Guard tries to engage

and board these vessels before they
get to Mexico. But evidence of drug
smuggling needed for prosecution
is hard to come by — because
traffickers on these crafts easily can
escape by opening a hatch, tossing
out a life raft and then scuttling the
vessel to the bottom of the ocean
along with its cargo.

A U.S. law signed in January
makes it illegal to operate a
stateless SPSS and will allow the
Coast Guard to arrest people it used
to have to release because drug
evidence was on the bottom of the
ocean.

Mexico produces three out of the
four major abused drugs in the
United States — marijuana, heroin
and methamphetamines, according
to the DEA. Cocaine, however,
comes from South America, but it
and the other three drugs are all
shipped through Mexico into the
United States.

“Mexico has become a vital hub,”
Reyes said.

According to the DEA, 90 percent
of all cocaine destined for the U.S.
comes through the Mexican-Central
American corridor, with 47 percent
not stopping in Central America but
going to Mexico.

The primary transit routes from
Mexico into the U.S. are: Tijuana to San
Diego, Sonora to Phoenix, Arizona;
Chihuahua to El Paso, Texas; and the
states of Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas,
which will cover the remaining south of
the border, to the Texas cities of Laredo
and Brownsville.

“Those are the principal lucrative
corridors,” Reyes said. They are
“controlled by separate organizations
because of the market they have in the
United States, and it is a profit-minded
approach they take in securing these
corridors for themselves.”

The San Ysidro port of entry is the
busiest border crossing with Mexico
and the United States. More than
110,000 people pass through every
day, making it fertile ground for drug
cartels looking for new ways to ship
drugs.

Port Director Oscar Preciado
oversees the San Ysidro crossing.
On any given day, he said agents
seize five to 10 loads — about 50 to
500 pounds of marijuana, cocaine,
heroin or methamphetamines.
Recent seizures include marijuana
in tires and heroin in phony fuel
tanks, some with secret levers.

“They’ll put it anywhere they can,
and they’re very creative in creating
their own compartments and
concealing them,” Preciado said.

With border security tighter than
ever, Preciado said drug traffickers
are paying kids as young as 14 to
smuggle dope — mostly marijuana.

Drug traffickers who frequently
bribe Mexican police are now trying
to bribe U.S. agents. While rare,
officials said, it is serious.
“Corruption is one of our major
concerns. We do everything we can
to stop corruption,” Preciado said.

With billions of dollars at stake,
cartels will try anything, officials said.
“If we can’t catch the drugs, what we
want to do is make them spend more
resources in order to get the drugs
across the border,” said the Coast
Guard’s Farris.

A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent looks down a shaft of
a tunnel that leads from the U.S. into Mexico.



Deadline Approaches To Make Conference Reservations
From Staff Reports

The deadline to make hotel res-
ervations for the Fraternal Order of
Police 2009 Biennial National Con-
ference is April 30.

Lodge mem-
bers planning to
attend the 59th
annual event
must contact Im-
mediate Past
President Don
Penix to reserve
a room at the
Guesthouse Ho-
tel in Long
Beach, the designated delegate
hotel for North Carolina.

Fifty rooms have been reserved
for North Carolina. Penix can be con-
tacted at 704-236-6280 or email
him at dpenix@carolina.rr.com. You
cannot reserve a room at the
Guesthouse by contacting the hotel
directly.

The national conference and expo
will run from Aug. 16-20 at the Long
Beach Convention and Entertainment
Center. You can view more informa-
tion on the convention by visiting the
National FOP Web site at
www.fop.net.

The first business session is planned
for Monday, Aug. 16. The expo, which
will feature more than 100 exhibitors,
will open on Sunday, Aug. 15.

The conference is being hosted by
the California State Lodge, which has
arranged tours, a golf tournament and
other events to keep delegates and
lodge members entertained.

Excluding the golf tournament, the
conference has an event package,
which will cost adults $125 and chil-
dren $90. Children under three can
attend event for free. Attendees can
purchase tickets for individual events.
On-line purchase for events is avail-
able through the California State FOP
Web site.

Here is a brief description of the
events scheduled:

FOP Golf Tournament
Fee - $75

On Sunday, Aug. 18 - FOP Confer-
ence attendees have a great opportu-
nity take advantage of a very special
event... the FOP Golf Tournament!

The tournament will take place at
Recreation Park Golf Course 18 in
Long Beach.

Recreation Park 18, otherwise
known as “Big Rec,” is a classic Billy
Bell-designed layout and is one of the
oldest and most popular courses in
Southern California. Recreation Park’s
clubhouse is a historical landmark
nestled in the trees among beautiful
rolling hills.

Recreation Park 18 features a
beautiful 18-hole layout with rolling ter-
rain and various types of trees lining
the fairways.

The format of the tournament will
consist of individual pairing unless reg-
istration received with foursomes by
group at same time. You won’t want to
miss it!

The cost covers green fees, golf cart,
range balls, BBQ lunch/beverage(s)
and prizes will be included.

Taste of Long Beach
Adults - $20
Children (4-12) - $10

Infants (0-3) – Free
On Sunday, Aug. 16 - Get ac-

quainted with beautiful downtown Long
Beach, and the surrounding area’s
specialty restaurants at the FOP Taste
of Long Beach!

The picturesque surroundings of the
Rainbow Lagoon will be the perfect
setting for you and your family to get to
know Long Beach and mingle with
other FOP Members.

Take pleasure in sampling from
many of the areas most popular res-
taurants. Each restaurant will provide
delicious samples of their signature
food for you to savor.

Tribute to Law Enforcement
Adults - $50
Children (4-12) - $35
Infants (0-3) - Free

On Monday, Aug. 17 - Michael
Israel’s inspirational and patriotic trib-
utes to firefighters, police officers and
soldiers have left audiences of first re-
sponders and supporters awestruck
and motivated.

His gift of charismatic presence and
outrageous art presentations cannot
be put into words and yet he is literally
changing the way we view art. Israel’s
art roars passionately, making the
statement that it is not the paint on the
canvas or the image that counts, but
the passion and action it invokes in the
viewer.

“It’s not about me or how high I jump,
it’s how high everyone else does and
what it inspires in them,” Israel said.

Wielding his paintbrushes like a
modern-day swordsman, Israel moves
in rhythm to music while splashing his
oversized canvasses with riotous
bursts of color. The dynamic paintings
that result from this chaos depict some
of the world’s most beloved icons, in-
cluding John Lennon, Muhammad Ali,
Bono, Ray Charles and more.

Barbecue in the Park
Adults - $45
Children (4-12) - $30
Infants (0-3) - Free

On Tuesday, Aug. 18 - Mosey on
down to FOP’s own POA Park for a
good, old-fashioned, western-themed
BBQ! But don’t forget your cowboy hat
and boots.

The park will be transformed into a
real western Dude Ranch, featuring a
professionally barbequed home-style
meal and many “watering holes”, but
don’t worry, the drinks are on the
house!

There will be enjoyment and enter-
tainment for the entire family! Dance
the evening away to the country-west-
ern sensation, “The Doo-Wah Riders”.

For the young cowboys and cow-
girls, there will be plenty of games and
activities to partake in.

FOP Beach Party
Adults - $40
Children (4-12) - $30
Infants (0-3) - Free

On Wednesday, Aug. 19 - The FOP

Information and registration information can be obtained through the
National Lodge Web site at www.fop.net.

is throwing a beach party! Long Beach
is known for its’ spectacular beach
front. You must experience the
beaches first hand. Once you arrive you
will notice how beautiful the beach sky-
line is with the silhouettes of palm trees
and the sun dramatically setting in the
distance.

Dine under the stars with sand in your
toes and the sound of the waves lap-
ping at the shore. Musical entertain-
ment will be provided by none other
then the “Beach Toys” a tribute band
to the Beach Boys.

Beer Garden
Free Admission

On Monday-Wednesday, Aug. 17-
19 - The FOP Beer Garden will be
available for all attendees during your
stay in Long Beach.

The centrally located Rainbow La-
goon in downtown Long Beach is the
perfect spot to meet with other FOP
members and friends to share a drink
or trade a pin or two.

Cash bars will be available for bev-
erage purchases, as well as various
food concession stands.

Penix

Lodge News
From Staff Reports

•The Catawba County Lodge is
selling engraved bricks to help pay
for a new law enforcement memo-
rial that is being built by the Frater-
nal Order of Police.

The lodge is selling the bricks for
$100. If interested, contact President
Carl Pope at legend022858@ya-
hoo.com.

•The membership of the Harold C.
Enloe Lodge in Buncombe County
has voted to sell its lodge building.
The building has been appraised at
$1.2 million.

•The Person County Lodge held
its first-ever motorcycle poker run in
April. They also have started offer-
ing printing services to local lodges
as a way to raise money.

•The Iredell County Lodge has
purchased 7.5 acres of land near I-
77 where they plan to build a new
lodge.

•The Morganton Lodge, Lower
Cape Fear Lodge, Pitt-Greenville
County Lodge and Alamance
County Lodge  participate in Day on
the Hill in Washington and met with
local congressional representatives.

•The Wake County Lodge is cur-

The BlueNote wants lodge
news. For publication,
please send announce-
ments to the State Lodge
office at ncfop@nc.rr .com.

rently working on the site of their new
lodge building. Construction is ex-
pected to take 18 months.

•The membership of the Rocky
Mount Lodge contributed $300 to
NCCOPs. They also contributed
$250 to assist Mike Davis, a retired
officer from the Rocky Mount Police
Department, whose house was de-
stroyed by fire.

•The Cabarrus County Lodge re-
ports that they plan to renovate their
lodge, which they lease from the
Concord Police Club to make the
facility more usable by members and
their families.

•The Charles W. Queen Lodge in
Marion has entered into a new lease
for a lodge building, which will be
located on U.S. 70.

The Avery County Lodge received
its charter at the state board meet-

ing on March 27.
The Alamance County Lodge re-

ceived its charter at the state board
meeting on March 27.

Good Of The Order
•The Watauga County Lodge re-

ports that Brother Bradley Swift, an
officer with the Boone Police De-
partment, has been diagnosed with
leukemia.

The brother officer is in need of
prayer and encouragement. You can
write him in care of the BPD, 1500
Blowing Rock Road, Boone NC
28607 or email Brother Swift at
bpd_221@hotmail.com.

•The Onslow Pender County
Lodge reports that Brother William
(Bill) Yarnell Sr., passed away. He
was a charter member of the lodge
and had served as its secretary and
treasurer.

•The Ashe County Lodge reported
that Clara O’Brien, treasurer for the
lodge, was recently hospitalized and
has had a hip replacement. If you
would like to send her a get well card,
send it to 6474 Highway 163, West

Continued On Page 11



Legislative News
The 2009-2010 biennial

session of the North Caro-
lina General Assembly con-
vened on Jan. 28.

The major issue facing the
legislature this year is the
budget shortfall, now pre-
dicted to be $2.2 billion and
growing.

Further, the fiscal staff of
the General Assembly an-
nounced that is will cost an
additional $1.2 billion over
the next two years to provide
funding needed by the
state’s Health Plan, which
provides health insurance for
state employees, retirees
and their families.

Dealing with the chal-
lenges such a major budget
gap creates has occupied
the first months of the
governor’s administration
and the first quarter of the
session, and will continue to
do so for the coming months.

State and local govern-
ment agencies and pro-
grams that serve the citizens
of North Carolina can expect
further budget cuts.

Although
Gov. Bev Per-
due and Lt.
Gov. Walter
Dalton are
new to their
current roles,
both are leg-
islative veter-
ans and that
experience has been evi-
dence in how quickly the
budget issues have been ad-
dressed.

While the
top two posi-
tions in the
state gov-
e r n m e n t
may be new,
there has
been virtually
no change in
the General
Assembly’s leadership.
Senate President Pro-Tem-
pore Marc Basnight contin-

ues to lead the Senate with
Senator Charlie Dannelly as
the Senate Deputy Presi-
dent Pro-Tempore, Senator
Tony Rand as Majority
Leader and Senator Phil
Berger as Minority Leader
for the Republicans.

Representative Joe Hack-
ney began his second term
as Speaker of the House
with Representative William
Wainwright as Speaker Pro-
Tempore, Representative
Hugh Hollimann as Majority
Leader and Representative
Skip Starn as Minority
Leader for the Republicans.

The Fraternal Order of
Police’s major legislative
agenda item - 25-year retire-
ment for law enforcement
officers - remains unchanged
for this session.

The FOP is also seeking
a long deserved seat on the
Criminal Justice Education
and Standards Commis-
sion.

We are also working on a
“simplified” due process bill
which allows for an opportu-
nity to be heard by a neutral
fact-finder and representa-
tion by legal counsel during
any disciplinary action that
could result in dismissal.

Both House and Senate
members have stated that
they will be introducing bills
to implement HR 980 in the
event it passes Congress.
The FOP will be actively in-

Jeff
Gray
FOP Legislative Agent

volved in support on those
bills, as well.

Here is an overview of leg-
islation supported or op-
posed by the Fraternal Or-
der of Police:

SB78: Repeal GS 95-98
Summary: This bill would

repeal the law that currently
prohibits contracts between
government entities and labor
unions involving collective bar-
gaining.

FOP: In Favor

SB427: Restore Con-
tract Rights to State/Local

Summary: This bill would
repeal the prohibition against
collective bargaining and also
would set up a process for
collective bargaining between
state and public service em-
ployees.

FOP: In Favor

HB297: Expand Emer-
gency Personnel Deduc-
tion

Summary: The bill would in-
crease the allowable income
tax deduction from $250 to
$1,000 for eligible emergency
services workers and expand
the list of workers who are eli-
gible to take the deduction to
include 911 center communi-
cation staff or other dispatch-
ers, fire department person-
nel, law enforcement agency
personnel and rescue or emer-
gency services personnel. The
deduction is currently limited to
eligible firefighters and mem-
bers of unpaid volunteer res-
cue squads.

FOP: In Favor

HB429: Retirement Sys-
tems COLAs

Summary: This bill would
provide a 1% cost of living in-
crease to retirees of the teach-
ers’ and state employees’ re-
tirement system, local govern-
mental employees retirement
system, and the consolidated
judicial retirement system.

FOP: In Favor

HB5: Good Faith Excep-
tion/Exclusionary Rule

Summary: This bill would
amend state law to allow
adoption of the good faith ex-
ception to the exclusionary

rule. It also requests the N.C.
Supreme Court to reconsider
and overrule its holding in
State v. Carter that the good
faith exception to the exclu-
sionary rule, which exists un-
der federal law, does not ap-
ply under N.C. law.

FOP: In Favor

HB8: Prohibits Cell
Phones in Prison

Summary: This bill would
make it a Class A1 misde-
meanor to provide cell phones
to inmates in the custody of the
Department of Correction.

FOP: In Favor

SB12: Ban Mobile
Phone Use While Driving

Summary: This bill would
make using a mobile tele-
phone or accessing additional
technology unlawful while op-
erating a motor vehicle on a
public street or highway or pub-
lic vehicular area.

FOP: In Favor

HB166: Increase Maxi-
mum Speed for Mopeds
and Scooters.

Summary: This bill would
increase the speed limit for
mopeds from 30 mph to 50
mph “on a level surface.”

FOP: Opposed

HB209: Sex Offender
Registry/Liberties with Stu-
dent

Summary: This bill would
add the offense of taking in-
decent liberties with a student
to the list of sex offenses that
requires registration under the
sex offender registration act.

FOP: In Favor

HB211: Computer
Crime/Forensic Agent
Funds

Summary: This bill would
appropriate $960,512 to the
State Bureau of Investigation
for eight new computer crime
and computer forensic agents
to investigate, arrest and pros-
ecute sexual predators who
attempt to prey on children.

FOP: In Favor

HB238: Require License
for Moped

Summary: This bill would
require a person operating a
moped to possess a driver’s
license.

FOP: In Favor

HB67: License Plate/
State Name Visible

Summary: This bill would
make it unlawful to cover the
state name on a state license
plate by use of a license plate
frame.

FOP: In Favor

SB65: Amend Computer
Solicitation of Child

Summary: This bill would

expand the law prohibiting
solicitation of a child by com-
puter or commit an unlawful
sex act to include solicitations
by other electronic devices as
well as computers.

FOP: In Favor
SB74: Increase Penalty/

2nd Degree Murder
Summary: This bill would

increase the penalty for 2nd
degree murder to a B1 felony.

FOP: In Favor

HB93: Caisson Coordi-
nator Contract Position/
State Highway Patrol

Summary: This bill would
provide funding for the State
Highway Patrol to contract
with someone to coordinate
the activities of the North Caro-
lina State Troopers Associa-
tion Caisson Unit.

FOP: In Favor

HB96: Local Govern-
ment Surplus Property
Donations

Summary: This bill would
clarify the authority of counties
to donate surplus, obsolete or
unused personal property to
other governmental units or to
nonprofit organizations.

FOP: In Favor

HB98: License Renewal/
Deploying Reservists

Summary: This bill would
authorize a reserve member
of the armed forces to renew
their driver’s license upon re-
ceipt of deployment orders
and would allow a 30-day
grace period for their expired
license upon their release
from active duty.

FOP: In Favor

HB99: Military Police/
Credit for B.L.E.T . Training

Summary: This bill would
require the Department of Jus-
tice to conduct a study to
evaluate the impact of allow-
ing military personnel who
have completed military police
training to receive credit to-
wards completion of the Ba-
sic Law Enforcement Training
(BLET) course required by the
N.C. Criminal Justice Educa-
tion and Training Standards
Commission. The study con-
ducted by the Department of
Justice would be required to
be completed by Feb. 1, 2010
with a report to the Joint Leg-
islative Corrections, Crime
Control, and Juvenile Over-
sight Committee.

FOP: In Favor

HB118: Special License
Plate for Blue Knights

Summary: This bill would
authorize the Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles to issue a special-
ized license plate for mem-
bers of the Blue Knights Inter-
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Perdue

Basnight

Jefferson NC 28694.
•The Wayne County

Lodge reported that Brother
William (Bill) Rogers passed
away after a short battle with
cancer.
Raffles/Fundraisers

•The Macon-Jackson
County Lodge is holding a
gun raffle. The prize is a
Henry “Big Boy” 44 magnum
rifle.

Tickets are $1 each or six
for $5. The drawing will be
held on May 26.

For information contact
Brother Joe Hall at 828-349-
3477.

•The Caldwell County
Lodge is holding a raffle for

Continued From P. 10 a Mossberg Maverick
Model 88 12-gauge shot-
gun.

Tickets are $1 and it is
open only to law enforce-
ment. The drawing will be
held June 9.

For information or to pur-
chase tickets contact State
Trustee Matt Walker at 828-
320-8734.

•The Hubert E. Tyndall
Lodge in Manson is holding
a raffle for a 27-inch televi-
sion, or $250 for a set of tires,
or $100 in gasoline.

Tickets are $1. The draw-
ing will be June 11.

For information or to pur-
chase a ticket contact the
lodge office at 252-430-
4580.



national Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Motorcycle Club, Inc.

FOP: In Favor

HB123: Death Penalty/
Proportionality Review

Summary: This bill would
require the Supreme Court of
North Carolina to evaluate
capital causes in which the
death penalty was imposed
as well as similar cases in
which the sentence of life im-
prisonment was imposed in
conducting the proportionality
review required by law.

FOP: Opposed

HB129: Habitual Misde-
meanor Larceny/Felony

Summary: This bill would
create the offense of habitual
misdemeanor larceny for a
person convicted of misde-
meanor larceny five or more
times.

FOP: In Favor

HB130: Add FOP Mem-
ber to Criminal Justice
Training S tandards Com-
mission

Summary: This bill would
add one member to the N.C.
Criminal Justice Education
and Training Standards Com-
mission to be selected by the
State Lodge of the Fraternal
Order of Police.

FOP: In Favor

HB134: Assault S tate or
Local Officer or Employee

Summary: This bill would
raise the criminal offense of
simple assault on an officer or
employee or the state or a city
or county from a Class A1 mis-
demeanor to a Class 1 Felony.

FOP: In Favor

HB162: Electronic Re-
cord Interrogation/B1, B2,
C Felony

Summary: This bill would
provide that a custodial inter-
rogation in a Class B1, Class
B2, or Class C felony case
must be electronically re-
corded in its entirety. This leg-
islation would extend the pro-
visions of N.C.G.S. 15A-211,
that currently only applies in
homicide investigations, to
also apply to Class B1, Class
B2 and Class C felonies.

FOP: Opposed

SB123: Warrantless
Searches/Probationers &
Parolees

Summary: This bill would
expand the powers of law en-
forcement officers, probation
officers and parole officers by
making it a regular condition
of probation that the proba-
tioner submit at reasonable
times to warrantless searches
of their person or vehicle by any
law enforcement officer.

FOP: In Favor

SB135: Operation of
Moped

Summary: This bill would
require mopeds to be regis-
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tered with the Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles and have appro-
priate insurance.

FOP: In Favor

SB140: Amend Domes-
tic Criminal T respass

Summary: This bill would
make it a felony for a person
who is the subject of a valid
protective order to trespass on
property where the protected
party resides if that property is
operated as a safe house for
domestic violence victims.
This offense would apply even
when the person covered by
the protective order is no
longer present on the pre-
mises of the safe house. This
legislation would also make it
an aggravating circumstance
for 1st degree if the defendant
who is the subject of a valid
protective order commits a
murder on the premises of a
shelter for victims of domestic
violence where the party is re-
siding.

FOP: In Favor

HB269: Concealed
Hand-gun Permit V alid in
Parks

Summary: This bill would
prohibit local governments
from adopting an ordinance
prohibiting a person with a
concealed handgun permit
from carrying their concealed
handgun in a local government
park.

FOP: In Favor

HB281: Uncorroborated
Snitch/No Aggravating Cir-
cumstances

Summary: This bill would
provide that in a capital case,
the jury would not be able to
find an aggravating factor that
is based on the uncorrobo-
rated testimony of an incustody
informant.

FOP: Opposed

HB310: Moped Registra-
tion/Licensing

Summary: This bill would
require mopeds to be regis-
tered with the Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles, to have motor
vehicle insurance and to limit
the operation of a moped on
a public street or highway to

those of a posted speed limit
of less than the maximum
speed recommended by the
manufacturer for the engine
displacement of the moped
being operated.

FOP: In Favor

SB266: No Sex Offend-
ers on Juries

Summary: This bill would
provide that a person who is a
convicted sex offender could
not serve on a jury during their
period of registration.

FOP: In Favor

HB323/SB729: Prevent
the Theft of Scrap Metals

Summary: This bill would
strengthen the requirements
regarding secondary metals
recycling in order to help pre-
vent the theft of this property.

FOP: In Favor

SB270/HB538: Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg School
Board Police

Summary: This bill would
allow the Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Board of Education to
establish a campus law en-
forcement agency and to em-
ploy campus law enforcement
officers. These officers would
be required to meet the stan-
dards and be certified by the
Criminal Justice Education
and Training Standards Com-
mission.

FOP: In Favor

SB300: Amend S peed-
ing to Elude Arrest S tatute

Summary: This bill would
provide that when the felony
Speed to Elude Arrest statute
is violated, the vehicle is sub-
ject to seizure and forfeiture.

FOP: In Favor

SB351: No Felon as
Sheriff

Summary: This bill would
allow voters of North Carolina
to vote in the general election
in November 2010 for or
against an amendment to the
North Carolina Constitution to
prohibit convicted felons from
serving as Sheriff.

FOP: In Favor

HB405: Western Justice

Academy Firing Range
Summary: This bill would

require that the new firing
range to be constructed at the
North Carolina Justice
Academy’s western campus
must be an indoor facility.

FOP: In Favor

HB421: Use of Deadly
Force/SBI Investigations

Summary: This bill would
require the District Attorney to
release investigation results to
the internal affairs unit of the
local law enforcement agency
as well as the deceased next
of kin and the news media
when law enforcement officers
use deadly force.

FOP: Opposed

HB471: Selling Motor V e-
hicle Registrations Unlaw-
ful

Summary: This bill would
make the sale of a temporary
motor vehicle registration plate
to a person who was not au-
thorized to purchase the plate
unlawfully.

FOP: In favor

HB473: Magistrate Can
Carry Gun in Courthouse

Summary: This bill would
provide that a magistrate who
has a concealed handgun
permit can carry or possess a
concealed handgun while in a
courthouse to discharge offi-
cial duties.

FOP: Opposed

SB360/HB676: Repeal
Statesville Police Act & Law
Enforcement Jurisdiction
in Iredell County

Summary: This bill would
provide that the police officers
for the City of Statesville and
the City of Mooresville will have
extraterritorial jurisdiction
within one mile of the corpo-
rate limits of their city, pursu-
ant to GS 160A-286, but would
no longer have countywide ju-
risdiction throughout Iredell
County.

FOP: Opposed

SB381/HB657: Establish
Domestic Violence Fatality
Review Team/Mecklen-
burg County

Summary: This bill would
establish a Domestic Vio-
lence Fatality Prevention and
Protection Review Team in
Mecklenburg County to iden-
tify and review domestic vio-
lence related deaths and to
facilitate communications be-
tween various agencies and
organizations involving do-
mestic violence cases in
Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County.

FOP: In Favor

HB697: Remove Restric-
tion/Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Disability Benefits

Summary: This bill would
remove the requirement that a
law enforcement officer have
at least one year of creditable
service in the retirement sys-
tem in order to qualify for dis-
ability retirement benefits for
injuries that were incurred in the
line of duty.

FOP: In Favor

SB624: 25-Year Law En-
forcement Retirement

Summary: This bill would
allow state and local law en-
forcement officers to retire with
unreduced retirement benefits
after 25 years of service. This
bill would also allow officers
who retire with 25 years of ser-
vice to qualify for the Special
Separation Allowance Benefit
and would provide that the
Special Separation Allowance
Benefit does not terminate
until the officer becomes eli-
gible for unreduced social se-
curity benefits. This bill would
also establish a Special Sepa-
ration Allowance Fund in the
Department of State Treasurer
to receive funds from the
agencies that employ law en-
forcement officers that would
be used to pay a retired
officer’s Special Separation
Allowance Benefit.

FOP: In Favor

SB557: Remove Restric-
tion/LEO Disability Benefits

Summary: This bill would
delete the requirement that
law enforcement officers must
have one year of creditable
service in order to qualify for
disability retirement benefits
under the Local Government
Employees’ Retirement Sys-
tem for injuries incurred during
the line of duty.

FOP: In Favor

SB558: Retirement Sys-
tem Cost of Living Adjust-
ment

Summary: This bill would
provide an increase of not
more than 1% in benefits as a
cost-of-living adjustment for
retirees of the Teachers and
State Employees’ Retirement
System and Consolidated
Judicial Retirement System.

FOP: In Favor

HB620: Stalking Law
Conforming Changes

The North Carolina legislature is in session. For information or the status of bills listed,
visit the General Assembly Web site at www.ncleg.net.
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Summary: This bill would
make technical corrections to
the stalking law to conform to
new and repealed statutes.

FOP: In Favor

HB631: Wearing of Med-
als by Public Safety Per-
sonnel

Summary: This bill would
allow uniformed public safety
officers to wear military service
medals during the business
week prior to Veterans Day
and Memorial Day and on
those days and the day imme-
diately following.

FOP: In Favor

HB653: No Tuition for
Campus Police Officer
Training

Summary: This bill would
authorize the State Board of
Community Colleges to waive
the tuition and fees for in-ser-
vice training courses for cam-
pus police officers.

FOP: In Favor

HB658: Funds for Juve-
nile Crime Prevention
Councils (JCPC)

Summary: This bill would
appropriate funding to the
Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Preven-
tion for local juvenile crime pre-
vention councils throughout
the state.

FOP: In Favor

HB659: Study Existing
Children/Y outh Programs

Summary: This bill would
authorize a study of existing
programs relating to children
and youth.

FOP: In Favor

HB674: Registration
Stop for Parking Violations

Summary: This bill would
prevent the renewal of a mo-
tor vehicle registration if the
applicant has outstanding
parking fines that are due.

FOP: In Favor

HB706: Division of Motor
Vehicle Handicap Placard
Enforcement

Summary: This bill would
change the handicap placard
design to better reflect the ex-
piration date of the tag.

FOP: In Favor

SB655: Increase Drivers
License Restoration Fee

Summary: This bill would
increase the drivers license
restoration fee from $100 to
$125.

FOP: In Favor

SB680: Increase Penal-
ties for Drug T rafficking

Summary: This bill would
increase the criminal penalty
for numerous drug trafficking
offenses.

FOP: In Favor

SB710: False Pretense/
Increase Some Penalties

Summary: This bill would

Continued From P. 12 increase the criminal penalty
for the offense of obtaining
property by false pretenses
when the money or property
obtained is valued between
$5,000 and $100,000.

FOP: In Favor

SB713: Removal of Elec-
tronic Monitoring Device

Summary: This bill would
make it a criminal offense to
remove, destroy or circumvent
the operation of an electronic
monitoring device.

FOP: In Favor

SB726: Amend House
Arrest Laws/Adult/Juvenile

Summary: This bill would
provide that house arrest may
be imposed as a condition of
pretrial release.

FOP: In Favor

SB727: Require Chemi-
cal Test/Crashes Involving
Death

Summary: This bill would
require the administration of a
chemical analysis for all driv-
ers involved in motor vehicle
crashes that result in death.

FOP: In Favor

HB515: Require Docu-
mentation-Certain Special
Plates

Summary: This bill would
require the Division of Motor
Vehicles to verify the qualifica-
tions of any person applying
for a special vehicle registra-
tion plate that is reserved for
members of the military:

FOP: In Favor

HB570: Amend Private
Protective Services Act

Summary: This bill would
provide that the Private Pro-
tective Services Board would
license persons as “digital fo-
rensic examiner” who con-
tracts to conduct an examina-
tion of digitally stored data and
to recover, image, analyze, or
examine the data by using
specialized software. This bill
specifically provides that law
enforcement officers providing
the services of a “digital foren-
sic examiner” do not have to
be licensed by the Board.

FOP: In Favor

HB608/SB545: Require
Titles for Scapped V ehicles

Summary: This bill would
require that a motor vehicle title
be provided by a seller when
selling a scap vehicle to sec-
ondary metals recycler or sal-
vage yard.

FOP: In Favor

SB491: Expunge Non-
violent Crimes

Summary: This bill would
allow persons to apply to have
their criminal record expunged
in certain limited circum-
stances. A person could not file
for an expungement under this
law at least 10 years after the
date of a felony conviction or
the last date of any active sen-
tence or period of probation
or period of post-release su-
pervision. Expungements
granted under this proposed
law would apply to five specific
offenses: (1) breaking or en-
tering buildings generally; (2)
breaking or entering motor
vehicles, aircraft, boats, etc.:
(3) possessing stolen goods;
(4) obtaining property by false
pretenses where the value is
less than $100,000 or; (5) pos-
session of a schedule VI con-
trolled substance. The person
requesting the expungement
could have no prior offenses
other than traffic violations. The
record of the expunged of-
fense would be maintained in
a confidential file by the Ad-
ministrative Office of the
Courts and could be released
to the North Carolina Sheriff’s
Education and Training Stan-
dards Commission and the
North Carolina Criminal Jus-
tice Education and Training
Standards Commission “for
certification purposes only.”

FOP: Opposed

SB603: Funds for Juve-
nile Crime Prevention
Council

Summary: This bill would
appropriate $500,000 to the
Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Preven-
tion for local Juvenile Crime
Prevention Councils based on
population of the counties
served by the council.

FOP: In Favor

Budget Concerns Places 25-Year
Retirement For Police In Doubt

By Michael Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

Law enforcement should
not count on seeing 25-year
retirement legislation going
anywhere during this ses-
sion of the General Assem-
bly.

A top priority of the North
Carolina Fraternal Order of
Police for more than a de-
cade, the legislation is not a
top priority among our
elected representatives in
Raleigh.

Jeff Gray, the FOP’s leg-
islative agent, told members
at the spring board meeting

in Wilmington not to count on
it coming up during the cur-
rent session because legis-
lators are more concerned
with North Carolina’ budget
deficit.

In addition, Senate Pro
Tempore Marc Basnight has
indicated that he is not in fa-
vor of giving law enforcement
25-year retirement. He said
that police officers are “lucky
to just have a job right now.”

The N.C. League of Mu-
nicipalities, which repre-
sents local governments, is
opposed to the 25-year re-
tirement legislation.

FOP Seeks Seat On Training
And Standards Commission

By Michael Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

The North Carolina Frater-
nal Order of Police wants a
seat on the N.C. Criminal
Justice Education and
Training Standards Com-
mission.

The commission, through
general statutes, estab-
lishes minimum employ-
ment, training and retention
standards for the state’s
criminal justice officers.

The commission plans for
the effective implementation
of innovations in the state’s
system of criminal justice
employment, training and
education.

Representatives Bill Owens
and Deborah K. Ross filed
HB130 on Feb. 11 that would
add a seat to the 33-member
commission for a representa-
tive of the FOP. It has been re-
ferred to the Committee on Ju-
diciary 1.

The legislation has been
co-sponsored by seven
House members, including:
Martha Alexander, Cary D.
Allred, Tricia Ann Cotham,
Susan Fisher, Rick Glazer,
Marvin W. Lucas and Cullie
M. Tarleton.

If made law, the State
Lodge would appoint a
member to serve on the
commission.

Currently, the commission
has representatives of sev-
eral police organizations, in-
cluding the N.C. Association
of Chiefs of Police, N.C. Po-
lice Executives Association,
N.C. Law Enforcement Offic-
ers’ Association, North State
Law Enforcement Officers’
Association, and the N.C.
Law Enforcement Women’s
Association. The commis-
sion also have multiple po-
litical appointments.

The FOP argues that it
should have representation
on the commission because
we are one of the state’s
largest police organization,
with membership topping
6,000.

Jeff Gray, our legislative
agent in Raleigh, said the bill
is meeting strong opposition
from the N.C. Sheriff’s Asso-
ciation.

Questions arise as to why
the sheriff’s association op-
poses the legislation since
sheriffs have their own edu-
cation and training stan-
dards commission in North
Carolina.

In response, State FOP
President Terry Mangum is
sending a letter to each of
the state’s 100 elected sher-
iffs to explain our position
and ask why they would op-
pose the FOP having a seat.

President Appoints Committee To
Impr ove FOP’s Legislative Efforts

By Michael Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

State President Terry
Mangum has appointed a
committee to create long-
range goals for legislative
matters in North Carolina.

The committee will study,
create, and come up with a
long range plan that the State
Lodge could use in our legis-
lative efforts so that the North
Carolina Fraternal Order of
Police can become more suc-
cessful in Raleigh.

Mangum said the commit-
tee has been tasked with de-
veloping a program to ad-
dress political endorsements,
active support of candidates,
and how the FOP can gain
support on legislative issues.

He also wants each lodge
to assign a liaison for legisla-
tive issues.

Sergeant-at-Arms Ricky
Parks will serve as its chair-
person. The members are
Vice President Randy Hagler,
Ron (Duck) Wyatt, John Byrd,
Jeff Haynes, Bobby Gaddy,
Philip Ferguson, Robert
Wilborn, Chet Effler and Jeff
Gray.

Magnum has asked if any-
one has suggestions that
could help the committee
meet its goals to please con-
tact one of its members.

The committee is expected
to make its initial presentation
at the next board meeting.

ParksMangum
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Schwartz Named Editor Of State Publication
From Staff Report

Michael Schwartz, secretary-trea-
surer for the Gaston County Lodge,
has been named editor of the
BlueNote, the official newsletter of
the North Carolina Fraternal Order
of Police.

The appointment was made at the
State Lodge’s spring board meet-
ing in Wilmington on March 27.
Schwartz was appointed to the post
because of his experience at writ-
ing and publishing non-profit news-
letters and serving as an editor for a
statewide newspaper, The Lion Ad-

Gaston County Torch Run
A.J. Meanner , a Special Olympics athlete from Forestview High
School in Gastonia, carries the Olympic torch and celebrates as he
crosses the South Fork River bridge in Belmont in Mecklenburg
County , ending a 14-mile trek across Gaston County on May 22.
Meanner carried the torch in the final leg of the event. More than 40
officers and police personnel participated in the annual Law Enforce-
ment Of ficer T orch Run. For more photographs, visit the Gaston
County Lodge W eb site at www .ncfop06.org.

vocate, a publica-
tion of the North
Carolina Lions
Foundation.

Schwartz had
previously served
as assistant editor
of N.C. Police Of-
ficer, a magazine
that had been pub-
lished by the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice. The magazine was discontin-
ued years ago and State Lodge
started publishing a newsletter to
save money.

State Vice President Randy
Hagler said he was pleased that
Schwartz had accepted the position
as editor, saying that communica-
tions is a vital link between the State
Lodge and the membership, and he
felt that Schwartz’ experience would
help improve that link.

Hagler said he hoped the news-
letter would be published at least six
times a year. It will be distributed via
email and can be downloaded from
the State’s Web site.

Schwartz has been a FOP mem-
ber since 1988.

Schwartz

Gaston Lodge To
Hold Gun Raffle

From Staff Report
The Gaston County Lodge will

sponsor a gun raffle with proceeds
to help the Dirt Dobbers, our cham-
pionship little league baseball team,
that is sponsored by the Fraternal
Order of Police.

The lodge’s board of directors
approved the fund-raiser in March,
and lodge members will start sell-
ing tickets in June.

Vice President Kevin Putnam
said the lodge has arranged with
The Carolina Hunter, 4609 S. New
Hope Road, to purchase an assault
rifle for the grand prize. A second
prize will be a $100 Wal-mart gift cer-
tificate.

The drawing will be held on the fi-
nal day of the Gastonia Police
Sniper Competition on Sept. 5. The
competition will be held at Gastonia
Police Firearms Training Center at
Rankin Lake.

Only 1,000 tickets will be printed
and they will sell for $2 each. The
winner of the rifle will be responsible
for obtaining any required permits
and pass a criminal records check.

Last year, the raffle raised $2,000
for the Fraternal Order of Police, with
proceeds going to help the baseball
team.

Putnam said he hoped more
lodge members will participate in the
project by helping sell tickets.

If you are interested in helping with
the project contact Putnam or
Michael Schwartz, the lodge’s sec-
retary-treasurer.

Change In FOP
Meeting Date

Due to a schedule conflict, the
Gaston County Lodge will hold
its June membership meeting
on Wednesday, June 10 in-
stead of June 3.

The meeting will be held at
11:30 a.m. at the Firestone Grill,
1325 W. Franklin Boulevard. All
members are urged to attend.


