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Chuck Canterbury Re-Elected
National Leadership Returned To Office At 2009 Conference

Chuck Canterbury
National FOP President

From Staff Reports
Chuck Canterbury, a 25-

year veteran of the Horry
County Police Department
in South Carolina, has been
elected to his fourth term as
president of the Fraternal
Order of Police.

A charter member of the
Horry County Fraternal Or-
der of Police in Myrtle Beach,
Canterbury was elected by
acclamation at the 59th Bi-
ennial National Conference
of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice in Long Beach, CA.

“I am very honored to
again be chosen to lead the
Fraternal Order of Police
and to serve my brother and
sister officers,” said Canter-
bury, who was unopposed
for the office.

As president of an law en-
forcement organization with

more than 350,000 mem-
bers, Canterbury said he will
work tirelessly to expand the
police labor movement and
maintain the FOP’s national
preeminence with policy-
makers in Washington.

“As our police officers
work for the safety and bet-
terment of their communi-
ties, I will work for the safety
and betterment of our pro-
fession,” he said.

Canterbury assumed the
office of national president in
2003 following the death of
President Steve Young. He
served three terms as na-
tional 2nd vice president and
was elected as national vice
president in 2001.

The national office re-
ported that nearly 5,000
were registered to attend the
four-day California confer-

ence in August, including
more than 3,200 voting del-
egates and alternates.

The North Carolina Frater-
nal Order of Police had en-
dorsed the re-election of the
national leadership.

National Vice President
David Hiller of Michigan and
National Secretary Patrick
Yoes of Louisiana, were
elected to their third terms.

National Treasurer Tho-
mas Penoza of Delaware
was elected to his sixth term,
and both National 2nd Vice
President Frank Gale of
Colorado and National Ser-
geant-at-Arms Tim Downs of
Indiana were elected to their
second terms.

National trustees elected
Joe Perkins, the trustee rep-
resenting the Oklahoma
State FOP, as chairperson of

the National Board of Trust-
ees. Perkins defeated the
incumbent chairperson,
Mike Burnett of Wyoming.

The leadership were admin-
istered oaths of office on the
last day of the conference.

Tribute In Light
Eighty-eight searchlights placed next to the site of the World
Trade Center create two vertical columns of light in remem-
brance of the September 11 attacks. This is the final year
that the lights will be shown in New York City.

Photo Courtesy of PoliceOne News

Law Enforcement Officers
Urged To Take Flu Vaccine

By Michael H. Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

Thousands of law en-
forcement officers who typi-
cally avoid flu shots are un-
der more pressure than ever
to get vaccinated as the U.S.
prepares for a spike in swine
flu cases.

Federal health officials re-
port that a majority of law en-
forcement officers tend to
skip regular flu immuniza-
tions, raising concern that
one sick officer could spread
flu to hundreds of co-work-
ers, their families and the
public before they receive
treatment.

Fewer than half of them got
regular flu vaccinations last
year, according to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control and
Prevention. Many states are
considering making shots
mandatory.

A number of North Caro-
lina law enforcement agen-
cies are making flu shots
available for its employees.
However, the CDC warns
that the regular flu shots will
not protect against the 2009
H1N1 flu.

The CDC recommends
getting the regular flu shot as
soon as possible.

From April to August, a to-
tal of 9,079 hospitalizations
and 593 deaths associated
with the virus causing swine
flu have been reported to the
CDC. Experts are not sure
when seasonal flu activity will
peak this year, but cases of
influenca have flared in North
Carolina since school be-
gan.

The CDC says you need
a flu vaccine every year be-
cause the virus changes ev-
ery year. Any immunity you
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may have built up from last year can-
not protect you from the influenza vi-
rus that is making people sick this
year.

Healthy people should get vacci-
nated not just to protect themselves
but also their families. When you pro-
tect yourself from influenza by get-
ting the flu vaccine you will reduce
your chance of becoming ill and
missing time with your family and
friends.

If we each consider the different
things we touch in a day it will give
us a better idea of our chances to
carry the virus and not even know it.
Health care and emergency work-
ers have an increased opportunity
to spread or carry the influenza vi-
rus.

Here are some basic facts about
how the flu vaccine works:

•It takes about two weeks for the
flu vaccine to build protection in your
body.

•The flu vaccine does not cause
the flu.

•No vaccine protects 100% from
disease. There is a chance you may
become ill with the flu even after you
get the vaccine. If you happen to get
influenza after the vaccine the symp-
toms should be much milder.

Continued From P. 1

Flu Vaccine

Take everyday actions to stay
healthy.

•Cover your nose and mouth with a
tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Throw the tissue in the trash after you
use it.
•Wash your hands often with soap
and water, especially after you
cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based
hands cleaners are also effective.
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose or
mouth. Germs spread that way.
•Stay home if you get sick. CDC rec-
ommends that you stay home from
work and limit contact with others to
keep from infecting them.

Keep From Spreading The Flu

•The vaccine does not protect
against colds or other illnesses that
have symptoms like influenza.

The flu is much worse than a cold.
Even very healthy people can become
quite ill. If you get infected with influenza,
you might bring the virus home to
someone who is not healthy or is at
high risk like a baby, an older relative
or someone with a medical condition.
They may become very sick and have
a difficult time recovering from the ill-

ness. They may also develop very se-
rious complications from the flu.

Current estimates suggest that be-
tween 45 million and 52 million doses
of vaccine will be ready by mid-Octo-
ber, with another 195 million by the end
of the year.

While children, seniors and health
care workers are  the CDC’s top prior-
ity for vaccination, law enforcement and
first responders are next on the list of
people recommended.

Report Deadline
Sept. 21, 2009

Reports for the quarterly board meet-
ing on Oct. 9-10 in Clemmons should
be submitted to the state office no later
than Sept. 21.

Reports will not be accepted by the
state office after the deadline.

You can email the report to the state
office at ncfop@nc.rr.com or mail
them directly to 1500 Walnut St., Cary
NC 27511-5927. If you email the re-
port, make sure it is as an attachment.

This will allow time for printing. The
reports will be distributed at the
trustee’s meeting on Oct. 9.

If you miss the deadline, you should
bring a minimum of 65 copies of the
report to the meeting.

Resolve To Remember September 11th
By Dan Marcou
PoliceOne News

In 1941, the architect of the unpro-
voked attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral
Yamamoto is said to have written in a
letter, “I fear all we have done is to
awaken a sleeping giant and fill him
with a terrible resolve.”

On Sept. 11, 2001 the United States
of America suffered another unpro-
voked attack — one that inflicted more
casualties than we had suffered on
that “day of infamy.”

That same terrible resolve de-
scribed accurately by Yamamoto had
already been witnessed by every
American transfixed to their television
screens as the fire fighters and police
officers rushed to the deadly scene,
and gave their lives trying to save oth-
ers.

That terrible resolve was witnessed
by the hijackers of flight 93 who failed
to reach the Capitol because of the
citizen heroes whose courage and
determination will be remembered
along with those who fought and died
at Lexington, at the Alamo, at
Gettysburg, and on Omaha Beach.

The resolve was seen when Con-
gressmen sang God Bless America
on the steps of Congress. Allies all
over the world sent their condolences
and resolved to join in the “War on Ter-
ror,” against the radical jihadists.

This resolve in the visage of Ameri-
can and Allied Soldiers, Sailors, Air
Force, and Marines toppled an incred-
ibly repressive government that har-
bored terrorists and stoned women in
soccer stadiums. It brought a tyrant to
his final justice, and allowed free elec-
tions in two countries that rarely found
the opportunity to describe anything as
free.

Now on the eighth anniversary of
Sept. 11 the resolve recedes like a tide
on a warm sandy beach. Terms like
“radical jihadist,” and “War on Terror,”

are eliminated from official communi-
cations as if eliminating the words will
eliminate the threat.

For proof that the threat has not been
eliminated a person need only look to
one recent event. Abdel Baset Al-
Megrahi was convicted of bringing
down Pan Am Flight 103, killing 243
passengers, 16 crew members and
eleven people on the ground. Al
Megrahi’s bomb blew a hole in the
plane over Lockerbie Scotland, and
the wreckage fell in pieces from
31,000 feet, carrying innocents to their
deaths.

Al-Megrahi was serving time for this
horrendous act of terrorist-murder and
justice was about to be served. Al
Megrahi contracted a terminal cancer
and he would die in prison. Al-
Megrahi’s attorney’s then asked for
and received something that Al-
Megrahi and his ilk are incapable
of…“mercy.”

The murderer was released from
prison and flown home to Libya.

The world watched, oddly surprised,
that thousands surrounded this mer-
ciless killer in jubilant adoration, remi-
niscent of the dancing in the streets in
the Mideast after the twin towers came
down. It is a fact that Al-Megrahi’s
murderous tactics are embraced
openly around the world by millions
and secretly by some in this country.
Al-Megrahi, a murderer of innocents,
is a hero to many. Sadly, people strive
to emulate their heroes. The war on
terror is not over until the radical
jihadists say it’s over, or until they lose
their resolve.

There has not been another attack
since Sept. 11 and that has been no
accident. It has come from the di-
rected efforts of the military, intelli-
gence, as well as federal and local law
enforcement. Whether you are a
member of FBI, the CIA, a border pa-
trol agent or a beat cop on patrol you

may find yourself with an opportunity
to thwart a deadly attack on the people
you are sworn to protect.

On this anniversary of the death of
our fellow Americans, when the resolve
of some wanes and even disappears,
American law enforcement must re-
affirm that resolve to protect and
serve...the homeland. Now, if you are
so inclined, say a silent prayer in
memory of those who wore their uni-
form with pride and in that uniform they
died on Sept. 11. Remember their sac-
rifice. Say a silent prayer for the he-
roes of flight 93, who recognized the
evil at our doorstep and fought back
with terrible resolve and foiled the
planned attack on the Capitol, one of
the very symbols of our freedoms.

Renew that resolve within yourself
that it will not happen again here. Not
on this watch, not on this beat, not on
our lives.

Now, let’s roll.
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N.C. Delegates Attend FOP Conference

More than 5,000 members of the Fraternal Order of Police attended the 59th Biennal Con-
ference in Long Beach, California.

Photo By John DeCatsye/Charlotte-Mecklenburg Lodge

Sergeant-At-Arms Ricky Parks shares
a moment with Actor Eric Estrada, star
of the television cop show “CHIPs”.
Estrada showed up at a Long Beach
beach party for FOP members.

National President Chuck Canterbury meets with
delegates and state leaders of the North Carolina
Fraternal Order of Police between general sessions
of the conference. North Carolina endorsed the re-
election of the national leadership.

Photos By Ricky Parks/Rocky Mount Lodge

By Ricky Parks
Sergeant-at-Arms

I would like to thank each
of you for allowing me the
opportunity of representing
North Carolina as our fill-in
secretary at the 59th Bien-
nial National Conference in
Long Beach, CA.

The California Fraternal
Order of Police did an amaz-
ing job preparing for our na-
tional conference and I am
always delighted by the awe-
some force our organization
continues to demonstrate
throughout our nation.

The conference kicked off
on Aug. 16 and wrapped up
on Aug. 20. Approximately
5,000 FOP members at-
tended the conference filling
nearly 14,000 hotel rooms
and contributing an esti-
mated $3 million to the local
economy.

Beginning each day at 9
a.m. brought new excite-
ment and fellowship along
with an array of business
ranging from reports from
the executive committee and
our national committees;
along with special presenta-
tions by the National Peace
Officers Memorial Fund,
Special Olympics and Eas-
ter Seals.

Each day the North Caro-
lina delegation held discus-
sions or caucuses to review
resolutions, amendments
and candidates vying for a
position on the national ex-
ecutive board. Business
ended each day at 1 p.m.
with training seminars run-
ning until 5 p.m.

The following are some of
the training seminars of-
fered: Bargaining in Today’s
Economic Climate; The
Business of Taking Care of
FOP Business; Child
Sexual Assault: A Victim’s
Perspective; Creating a
Lodge Newsletter; Critical
Incident Stress Manage-

Sergeant-at-Arms Ricky Parks with Sgt. James Crowley of
the Cambridge Police Department. National President Chuck
Canterbury administered the membership oath to Crowley
during the conference.

Photo By Ricky Parks/Rocky Mount Lodge

ment; Fair Labor Standards
Act; FOP Legal Defense
Plan; FOP Membership
System; Health Care: What
Are Your Options; How to
Represent Your Members;
Law Enforcement Suicide
Prevention; Mortgage
Shopping 2009; Preparing
for the Public Employer/
Employee Cooperation Act;
and Law Enforcement Fly-
ing Armed.

There were a number of
guest speakers at the con-
ference. For those of you old
enough to remember the
television show CHIP’s, Eric
Estrada, aka Ponch, spent
time at the conference and
spent most of one day hang-
ing out along with Sgt. James
Crowley with the Cam-
bridge Police Department.

As you recall, Crowley ar-
rested the Harvard professor
and captured national atten-
tion. He received a standing
ovation as he walked on
stage to thank the Fraternal
Order of Police for being the
first major law enforcement
organization to openly sup-
port and defend his actions.

Later in the week Crowley
became a member of the
FOP and was administered
the oath by President Chuck
Canterbury.

Elections were also held
during the conference. Na-
tional Secretary Pat Yoes
from Louisiana, Vice Presi-
dent Dave Hiller from Michi-
gan and National Trustees
Chairperson Mike Burnett of
Wyoming were the only con-
tested races.

National Secretary Pat
Yoes of Louisiana defeated
challenger Tim Bartlett of
Maryland, National Vice
President Dave Hiller of
Michigan defeated his chal-
lenger Martin Scott of Ken-
tucky. Burnett was defeated
by Joe Perkins, the national
trustee for Oklahoma.

Also decided was that
Cincinnati would be the host
city for the 2013 National
Conference.

It was truly refreshing to
witness our democracy at
work and our members de-
ciding our future.

When we were not in
meetings or training, mem-
bers also had the opportu-
nity to have lots of fun.

There was the expo with

nearly 100 vendors, a perfor-
mance by Michael Israel, in-
spirational and patriotic trib-
utes to police officers, fire
fighters and soldiers, a bar-
becue cookout, and a beach
party; were just a few among
an array of other local events.

Of course, if that was not
enough entertainment, there
was always Disneyland!

Attending the 2009 confer-
ence has me pumped and

excited to have you as a
guest in Rocky Mount for the
North Carolina State FOP
Conference on Sept. 22-25,
2010.

Mark your calendars now
to attend the best conference
you have ever experienced.
Plan to bring your entire fam-
ily to experience the pride of
being a member of the
North Carolina Fraternal Or-
der of Police.

Crowley Thanks FOP For Support
From Staff Reports

Cambridge Police Of-
ficer James Crowley re-
ceived a standing ovation
from thousands of his fel-
low law enforcement offic-
ers as he opened the five-
day Fraternal Order Police
conference in California.

Crowley sparked a na-
tional debate on race rela-
tions and policing when he
arrested Harvard professor
Henry Louis Gates Jr. on
July 16 for disorderly con-
duct at Gates’ Cambridge
home.

More than 3,000 officers
cheered the police ser-

geant when he spoke at the
Long Beach Convention
Center. Dozens left their
seats to snap photographs
as he stood at the podium.

“The past month has
been very difficult for my
family, my friends and my
colleagues back in Cam-
bridge, and it’s no exag-
geration to say that it
wouldn’t be as easy for me
to handle this without the
support from the Fraternal
Order of Police, and the
support that the men and
women who do this job
have given me. Thank you
very much,” he said.

Crowley was the first of-
ficer on the scene after a
woman called police to re-
port a possible break-in at
the house Gates rents.

Following his arrest,
Gates accused Crowley of
racial profiling. President
Obama later intervened to
bring Crowley and Gates
together for a beer at the
White House.

Crowley joined the FOP
at the conference. National
President Chuck Canter-
bury administered the
membership oath. Crowley
is now a member of the
Massachusetts State FOP.
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By Terry Mangum
State President

Greetings from the North
Carolina State Lodge, Fra-
ternal Order of Police.

The 59th Biennial National
Conference in Long Beach,
CA, is now history.

President Chuck Canter-
bury, Vice President David
Hiller, Secretary Patrick
Yoes, Treasurer Thomas
Penoza, 2nd Vice President
Frank Gale and Sgt.-At-
Arms Tim Downs were all re-
turned to office. The new
chairperson of the Trustees
is Joe Perkins of Oklahoma.

For those of you with e-
mail addresses registered
with the state office, I hope
you enjoyed my daily up-
dates on the progress and
activities of the national con-
ference. Instead of having a
group of our members dis-
appearing for a week and
you not hearing anything
about the conference until
your next lodge meeting or
our next state meeting, I felt
these updates might help
keep you informed and in-
volved. I hope they were ben-
eficial and informative.

The next biennial national
conference will be in Salt
Lake City in 2011, followed
by Cincinnati in 2013.

I am pleased to tell you that
our residential fundraising
company, JAK Productions,
has been making calls for us
for approximately eight
weeks. I get a telephone call
each Friday from John Keller
and a weekly update of their
activities and progress. I will
provide a detailed report at
our state meeting in
Clemmons in October, but I
will tell you now that we are
doing very well with this com-
pany.

SR1611, “Public Safety
Employer-Employee Coop-
eration Act,” has been intro-
duced in the Senate. The
House companion bill is
HR413. For those with e-
mail addresses registered
with our state office, I e-
mailed you a request to con-
tact both of our Senators, by
e-mail, letter, or telephone
call, and request their sup-
port for our bill.

I also asked you to do the
same for our 13 House
members and I provided you
with their positions on our bill
when we visited them in
Washington in February.

Four Representatives
have already signed on as

co-sponsors so I asked you
to send them a “thank you”
for supporting the legislation.
The four are District 3 Walter
B. Jones, Jr., District 11
Heath Shuler, District 12
Melvin L. Watt, and District
13 Brad Miller.

I finally asked that you
send copies of your letters
and e-mails and/or an e-mail
documenting your telephone
calls to the state office for our
records and future use. I also
snail mailed a letter to each
lodge president, secretary
and state trustee which con-
tained exactly the same in-
formation and requests in-
cluded in the e-mail.

As state president, I sent
letters to each Representa-
tives and our Senators. In
these letters, I reminded
them of our February meet-
ings, the individuals who at-
tended these meetings, and
their response to our re-
quests to support HR413
and SR1611.

I also reminded them of
the overwhelming House
vote of 314-97 during the
last Congress and I urged
them to take the time to sign
on as a co-sponsor and to
vote for its passage.

For those who oppose the
legislation - Howard Coble
of District 6, Mike McIntyre
of District 7, and Patrick
McHenry of District 10. I told
them this: “I hope you have
had time to study this bill and
will support the working law
enforcement officers, police
officers and sheriff deputies
alike, in your district. I under-
stand that the sheriffs are
opposed to this legislation,
but there are many more of-
ficers and deputies than
there are sheriffs.”

Senator Kay Hagan got
the above quote also. Both
Senators have stated they
will vote for closure and I
asked them to at least do
that.

Now I must tell you that my

letters are on file at the state
office, but they are lonely.
Either most of you have not
sent copies of your letters, e-
mails, and telephone calls to
the state office, or you have
not responded to my re-
quest.

It is imperative that all of
you contact these individu-
als. Get your family and
friends to do the same. They
need to hear from many
people and it does not have
to be a long letter, e-mail or
call.  Just tell them you are in
law enforcement, that you
are a member of the Frater-
nal Order of Police, and that
you want them to vote for
HR413 or SR1611 so that
you can have the fundamen-
tal right to bargain collec-
tively with your employer
over wages, hours, and
working conditions. It is just
that simple. And remind
them that public safety em-
ployees (officers and
firefighters) are virtually the
only class of workers in the

nation today who do not have
this right.

Please contact your
elected officials so that we
can get this bill passed and
enacted in to law. To check
to see the list of co-sponsors
for these bills, go to
www.thomas.loc.gov.

The contract with our busi-
ness fundraising company,
ABI, was reviewed,
changed, and reviewed
again. Many thanks to Rich
Hattendorf for all of his mas-
terful assistance with all of
the contracts we have had to
deal with recently.

Secretary Tim Brewer and
I have signed the contract
and it has been sent to Gary
Coyne for his signature. If all
goes well, we should be get-
ting everything set up to start
calling in the near future. I will
keep you posted on our
progress.

Remember, the next state
board meeting will be in
Clemmons on Oct. 10. The
executive board and the
state trustees will both hold
meetings on Friday, Oct. 9.
The hotel, the Village Inn Golf
and Conference Center, is
located at 6205 Ramada
Drive in Clemmons. Call to
make your reservations,
800-554-6416 or 336-766-
9121. The room rate is $70
per night plus taxes. And for
those who are interested,
there is a Cracker Barrel very
near to the hotel.

The member response to
our Collective Bargaining

Support Needed On Legislative Issues

Terry
Mangum
State President
marman@verizon.net

Seminar in Myrtle Beach
was overwhelming. We had
our allotted slots filled well
before the cutoff date.

During the national confer-
ence we met with the Labor
Committee to discuss add-
ing additional instructors.
Two more instructors have
now been added to accom-
modate the 20 individuals on
the waiting list. Therefore we
have 50 North Carolina
members committed to at-
tend this seminar and South
Carolina has 20 members.
Now if I can just get our mem-
bers to contact their Repre-
sentatives and Senators on
HR413 and SR1611.

Remember, this is your
BlueNote. Submit an article
and let us know what you and
your lodge are doing. Take
advantage of this opportu-
nity to “toot your horn.”

Editor Michael Schwartz
and Vice President Randy
Hagler continue to do a phe-
nomenal job with this publi-
cation. I am extremely proud
of the BlueNote and I hope
you are too.

Make sure you encourage
your fellow members to
send their e-mail addresses
to the state office so they too
can receive this exceptional
newsletter and any and all
urgent notifications from the
state lodge.

If I can be of assistance to
you in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I am
here to serve our member-
ship.

By Randy Hagler
State Vice President

The call often comes in the
middle of the night: an officer
from your department has
been involved in a critical in-
cident situation and is re-
questing an attorney.

If you are a lodge leader
from your department and
you receive this call your first
question is: are all the offic-
ers okay that were involved
in this incident? Then you
want to know which officer
needs an attorney. You hold
your breath until you deter-
mine the involved officer is
in fact a member of the Fra-
ternal Order of Police.

You make the necessary
calls for the involved officer
to make sure an attorney is
on the way to the scene to
assist. Sometimes the in-
volved officer knows without

Recruitment Is Everyone’s Business

Randy
Hagler
Vice President
rlhncfop@bellsouth.net

question they are not a mem-
ber but under the pressure
of the situation he or she will
say they can’t remember if
they paid their dues.

Has this situation ever hap-
pened to you or another
member of your lodge?

When I receive a call such
as this and discover the in-
volved officer is not a mem-

ber my mind immediately
thinks why not? I wonder if
the officer is a member of an-
other organization that pro-
vides legal defense and if
not, why?

What could I or other lead-
ers from my lodge have
done to help make everyone
understand the importance

Continued On Page 5
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of paying your dues on time
so there is no lapse in cov-
erage? Or, why they never
joined to begin with?

We had legislation intro-
duced earlier in the current
legislative session to allow
for pay roll deduction for
FOP dues (a privilege some
departments already have)
but legislators saw fit to with-
draw the bill because certain
organizations felt it was a
positive step towards union-
ism. That will be an issue for
another article.

The bottom line is that we
must ask ourselves if we
have everything possible to
invite our law enforcement
officers a membership in the
Fraternal Order of Police.

If you are reading this in the
BlueNote then chances are
you understand the impor-
tance of making sure your
FOP dues are paid and your
coverage in place should
you ever need it.

But, have you ever asked
the officers or deputies that
work around you if their dues
are current? Think about
what a favor you may be do-
ing for a fellow officer when
mentioning that it’s that time
of the year when FOP dues
are due.

Some lodges around the
state have programs in

place to introduce the new
officers to the FOP, such as
recruit dinners for academy
classes about to graduate.
Some academies allow
FOP leaders to come out
make presentations to re-
cruit classes but many are
not introduced to the FOP
until they start working.

Some may hear it first
from a field training officer or
a patrol supervisor. Either
way, make it point to let ev-
ery officer know the benefits
of belonging to the FOP as
early as possible in their ca-
reer.

In some areas around the
state we have police depart-
ments and sheriff’s offices
that have virtually no mem-
bers in the FOP. We should
all be troubled by this fact.

Take a look at the map on
our state FOP Web site that
shows where lodges are lo-
cated. If you have neighbors
that do not have their own
lodge invite them to join
yours or let them know how
they can form their own.

Any member of the execu-
tive board, board of direc-
tors or Recruitment Commit-
tee will be glad to assist if you
find areas that may be inter-
ested in the FOP.

Remember, recruitment is
everyone’s business.

Recruitment
Continued From P. 4

Tournament Will Benefit Foundation
Events To Honor Slain Lenior County Deputy Allen Pearson

Deputy Allen Pearson
Lenior County Sheriff’s Office

By Michael H. Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

A foundation has been
created to honor the life of
a Lenior County Sheriff’s
Deputy who died in the line
of duty.

Deputy Allen Pearson
was shot and killed in a
April 2008 shoot-out with a
murder suspect.

Another deputy, Detec-
tive Ryan Dawson, was
wounded in the neck during
the exchange of gunfire with
Clarence Douglas Phillips,
who authorities said was
eventually shot and killed by
officers.

Pearson, also a sheriff’s
detective, and Dawson
were both part of a Special
Response Team that re-
sponded to a 911 call
about a man firing shots in
a wooded area near the
town of Grifton, about 75
miles southeast of Raleigh.

Phillips, 43, began shoot-
ing at deputies, forcing
them to take cover. After
warning the suspect to sur-
render several times,
deputies said Phillips ig-
nored the officers and con-
tinued to fire his gun.

Officers from surrounding
jurisdictions, along with a
Highway Patrol helicopter,
assisted. Phillips was lo-
cated and as officers
closed in, more gunshots
were exchanged and the
deputies shot him.

During the exchange,
Pearson and Dawson were
shot.

Lenior County Major
Chris Hill said Pearson
loved being on the Special
Response Team. “Unfortu-
nately, he died doing what
he loved,” he said.

Friends, family and his
co-workers have estab-
lished the Allen Pearson

Emergency Services Foun-
dation, a nonprofit chari-
table organization to honor
the life of the fallen officer.

The foundation will create
a fund to support emer-
gency services depart-
ments and personnel. The
foundation will also name
an annual law enforcement
officer of the year.

To support the founda-
tion, a number of events
have been planned.

The first annual Allen
Pearson Emergency Ser-
vices Foundation Softball
Tournament will take place
on Oct. 3-4 at the Bill Fay
Park in Kinston.

Eighteen teams, includ-
ing a number of teams
sponsored by area law en-
forcement agencies, are
participating in the double-
elimination tournament.

Teams from the Lenior
County Sheriff’s Office,
Kinston Police Depart-
ment, New Bern Police

Department, Greenville
Police Department, Craven
County Sheriff’s Office, Pitt
County Sheriff’s Office,
State Bureau of Investiga-
tion and the N.C. Highway
Patrol, along with the
Kinston Fire Department,
have put together teams.

The games will start at
8:30 a.m. There will be half
and half drawings, a silent
auction, door prizes and a
home run derby.

On Oct. 3, the Mid East
Chapter of Bikers for
Christ are sponsoring the
Allen Pearson Memorial
Ride that will depart from
the park’s ballfield.

There is an entry fee of
$15 per bike and $5 for
each additional rider. Rid-
ers will receive a meal ticket
for lunch.

There will be a “Best in
Show” contest with an en-
try fee of $10. Registration
starts at 9 a.m. A prize of
$100 will be awarded.

Organizers said that
there will be a number of
items for sale, including
shirts, cozies and memorial
bracelets. All proceeds
from the events will go to the
foundation.

For information, you can
contact Deputy Dawson at
ryand55@hotmail.com.

Learn More About The Allen Pearson Emergency Services Foundation
www.allenpearsonfoundation.org

Deadline Approaches For Tucker Award
From Staff Reports

The North Carolina Frater-
nal Order of Police is cur-
rently accepting applications
for the 2009 Mark R. Tucker
Memorial Award.

The award was estab-
lished to honor active or re-
tired FOP members who
display dedication and te-
nacity in the furtherance of
the ideals and values of the
Fraternal Order of Police.

The award will be pre-
sented in October at the
state board meeting in
Clemmons.

The deadline for submit-
ting a nomination is Monday,
Sept. 21.

“The Mark Tucker Memo-
rial Award honors and cel-
ebrates our brothers and sis-
ters for their contributions to
our fraternity,” said Phillip A.
Ferguson, chairperson of the
Awards Committee.

“Please consider our
brothers and sisters who
work tirelessly in the further-
ance of the goals of the fra-
ternity. Certainly each and
every lodge can produce a
worthy nominee,” he said.

Nominations are to be
submitted in resume form,
by a local lodge, and states
the qualifications of the FOP
member being nominated.
Individual members cannot
submit nominations.

The completed applica-
tion should be mailed by the
deadline to Ferguson, 186
Riverlane Road, Jarvisburg,
NC 27947.

If you have questions, con-
tact Ferguson at 252-202-
8883 or email him at
pferguson@townofduck.com
or whydonturun@yahoo.com.

Seminar To Be Held In Myrtle Beach
From Staff Reports

Lodge members that
have signed up to attend
the seminar on collective
bargaining should make
their reservations with the
host hotel.

The seminar will be held
Oct. 24-27 at the Crown
Reef & South Beach Re-
sort, 2913 S. Ocean Blvd.,
Myrtle Beach S.C.

The seminar is being co-
sponsored by the North
Carolina Fraternal Order of
Police and the South Caro-
lina State Lodge. Instruc-

tors are being provided by
the national lodge.

The state office is en-
couraging lodge members
who were placed on the
waiting list to go ahead and
make reservations for ac-
commodations.

Reservations can be
made by calling the hotel at
888-600-6932, and refer to
Group #4896 and tell them
you are will the Fraternal
Order of Police.

The cost for the room is
$55.44 per night, plus as-
sociated taxes. The dead-

line for making reserva-
tions is Sept. 23.

Local lodges are re-
sponsible for the cost of
transportation and the per
diem.

State President Terry
Mangum advises that two
more instructors have been
added to accommodate the
20 individuals lodge mem-
bers on the waiting list.

North Carolina will have
50 members in attendance,
and South Carolina has 20
lodge members committed
to attend the seminar.



By Sharron Riley
DART Team Director

We are midway into the
2009 hurricane season and
we should all be prepared if
a hurricane strikes North
Carolina.

Thankfully, the 2006, 2007
and 2008 hurricane seasons
were quiet for us and there
was not a need to active the
North Carolina Fraternal Or-
der of Police Foundation
Disaster Assistance Re-
sponse Team (DART).

In April 2005, the state
trustees approved a new
benefit for FOP members.

When disaster strikes, law
enforcement officers must
continue to perform their
sworn duty to protect and
serve their communities by
providing for public safety.

Law enforcement officers
often must respond immedi-
ately to handle these emer-
gency situations and are un-
able to care for their own
families and homes.

DART, which was created
on June 1, 2006, will provide
assistance to these dedi-
cated servants.

The state disaster assis-
tance response team is in
need of volunteers who will
provide home stabilization
assistance such as placing
tarps on damaged roofs,

Volunteers Sought For
N.C. FOP DART Team

Photo Courtesy of FEMA
Natural disasters can affect a single neighborhood, and some
times an entire town - destroying homes and businesses, dis-
placing families and distrupting services.

boarding damaged win-
dows, removing fallen trees
from driveways and remov-
ing furniture from flooded
homes.

DART volunteers may
also provide assistance to
officers’ families by running
emergency errands, helping
with disaster assistance pa-
perwork and encouraging
the use of support organiza-
tions.

Over the past three years,
DART has received gener-
ous monetary and equip-
ment donations from the
North Carolina Fraternal Or-
der of Police, members and
some local lodges.

In addition, Husqvarna
donated chain saw equip-
ment and extensive chain
saw training to the DART
chain saw team and Irwin
Tools contributed assorted
tools for the DART trailer.

Because DART is a part
of the NC FOP Foundation,
contributions to DART are
tax deductible.  At this time,
monetary support is needed
to fund responses and train-
ing exercises.

If you are interested in vol-
unteering in the DART pro-
gram or would like more in-
formation, contact me at
704-654-1115 or email me
at Sharron@fop.net.

To make a tax deductible contribution to DAR T
North Carolina FOP Foundation

P.O. Box 235
Stanfield, NC 28163

Indicate on the check that the contribution is for DART

Letters
Ir edell County Lodge President
Offers Thanks After  Shooting

I want to thank all the FOP
members and other law en-
forcement that have con-
tacted me about our lodge
brothers from Iredell County
Lodge #10.

For those that are not
aware. Somewhere around
midnight at a license check
in Wilkes County. A suspect
- identified as Darrell
Welton Jr. of Stella, NC -
refused to stop. Wilkes of-
ficers gave chase and the
NC Highway Patrol also got
involved. The chase pro-
ceeded into Yadkin County.
Then south on I-77 into
Iredell County. Stop sticks
were placed by members of
the Iredell County Sheriff’s
Office. I am an unsure if any
others attempted.

The suspect was able to
evade at least one set of
stop sticks. It is believed
that he did strike a second
set flattening one of his front
tires. He then stopped on I-
77 in Statesville. As the sus-
pect exited the vehicle he
reportedly fired at least one
round at those who had
been chasing him before
running off into a wooded
area.

Unfortunately the wooded
area was near two schools
and Tuesday morning was
the opening school day for
Iredell-Statesville School
System. Numerous agen-
cies were involved and
Statesville Police along with
the Highway Patrol were
able to get a perimeter set
up quickly.

Statesville Police acti-
vated their SWAT Team
and the Iredell Sheriff’s Of-
fice provided their SERT
Team.

A call advising nearby
residents of what was hap-
pening went out to the spe-
cific area. Officials also con-
tacted the school system. A
call went out to all county
residents advising them the
two local affected schools
would be closed. Statesville
Police also had officers go-
ing door to door. Residents
were asked to turn on all ex-
terior lights, make sure their
doors were locked, and call
with and suspicious activity.

Around 6:45 a.m. the
SERT and SWAT teams
went into the wooded area
to attempt to locate the sus-
pect. Within approximately
10 minutes or so, the sus-
pect appeared and pointed
a revolver and fired. Detec-
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tive Sgt. J.T. Smith of The
Iredell County Sheriff’s De-
partment was shot in the leg
with a through and through
path.

Shortly thereafter, Deputy
Darren Hill, president of the
Iredell County Lodge from
1991-93, located the sus-
pect an opened fire with his
MP5. The suspect was re-
portedly struck in the left
hand, right upper arm, and
right cheek area (the bullet
traveled down the side of his
head and removed a good
portion of his ear).

The MP5 reportedly mal-
functioned. It is not clear to
me at this time if Deputy Hill
also used his side arm to
engage the suspect as well.
The suspect however did
receive serious enough in-
juries that the fire fight was
over and he surrendered. A
call went back out to county
residents stating the
schools would now be open
but no buses for those two
schools would be utilized.

Sgt. Smith, a member of
Iredell County Lodge, was
transferred to Iredell Memo-
rial Hospital. He was treated
and released. He then re-
turned to the scene to assist
the State Bureau of Investi-
gation with their investiga-
tion into the events.

I am proud to report our
local FOP attorney was
available within a half hour
of the incident happening.
Numerous other FOP mem-
bers from several agencies
were involved including our
current lodge vice-presi-
dent.

As president and having
been involved in previous
shooting incidents, I re-
sponded to the scene as
asked by FOP members. I
also stopped and pur-
chased 40 sausage bis-
cuits and 48 cinnamon rai-
sin desserts for all who were

involved in the incident - not
just our FOP members.

I spoke with the
Statesville police chief
about the food and he
asked I bring it to the sheriff’s
office which is were every-
one had stationed awaiting
the SBI. I did as asked.
Within 10 minutes of arriv-
ing I was told by Capt.
Harold Miller of the sheriff’s
office I had to leave. (As
most of you know I had
thrown my hat in the ring to
run for sheriff here in Iredell
County). The Captain said
he was “doing me a favor”
as the sheriff would be “livid”
if he saw me there assisting
these officers. He also told
me I had nothing to do with
the events at hand.

I explained I was there for
FOP and to bring food only.
Due to my wife already suf-
fering retribution for my run-
ning and the numerous in-
vestigations that are open
on me by the current sheriff
already, and most impor-
tantly, I did not want this is-
sue to add to the stress and
burden the officers and
deputies were already going
through, I consented to
leave.

The captain initially re-
fused to allow me back in
the building. I explained I
thought it only right I be al-
lowed to leave the same way
I had come and to finish my
conversation with a police
officer that had been inter-
rupted by the captain. He
consented.

The suspect was taken to
Iredell Memorial Hospital
and then transferred to Bap-
tist Hospital for treatment.
Tuesday afternoon he was
returned to Iredell County
and placed in jail. At this
point he has attempted
murder, numerous assaults
and a couple attempted

Continued On Page 7

FOP State Meeting Oct. 9-10
From Staff Reports

The North Carolina Fra-
ternal Order of Police will
hold its Fall board meeting
on Oct. 9-10 in Clemmons
at the Village Inn Golf &
Conference Center.

The trustees are sched-
uled to meet Friday night,
with the regular board

meeting to start at 8:30
a.m. Saturday.

Call the hotel directly at
800-554-6416 or 336-766-
9121 to make reserva-
tions.

The Village Inn Golf &
Conference Center is lo-
cated at 6205 Ramada
Drive.
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burglaries (while he was in the
wooded area). He did not reportedly
have an extensive criminal record.
A gun charge in New York and driv-
ing charges including another
chase in North Carolina. He re-
mains in Iredell County under a to-
tal of $1.8 million bond, according
to the Statesville Record and Land-
mark at www.statesville.com.

I wanted to make sure the main
issue is the health - physically and
mentally - of the officers involved
in this shoot-out.

I am happy to report to all you,
that both Deputy Hill and Sgt. Smith

Lodge News
From Staff Reports

The Rocky Mount Lodge #46 is
sponsoring a fund-raising raffle
with the prize being a Valentine’s
weekend at the Peppertree Resort
in Atantic Beach.

Tickets can be purchased for
$10 each from any member of the
lodge.

The vacation can be taken any-
time between Feb. 13-20, 2010.
The prize includes a stay in a three
bedroom suite, with two baths, pri-
vate deck, indoor pool and a full
kitchen.

The drawing will take place on
Dec. 1. You do not need to be
present to win. Only 200 tickets will
be sold.

For information, contact Mark
Rosenfield or Scott Parker at the
Rocky Mount Lodge. Email the
lodge at lodge46@ncfop46.com.
Ticket will also be available at the
state meeting in Clemmons.

** ** ** **
Pearson County Lodge #74 is

sponsoring a golf tournament on
Oct. 17 at the Roxboro Country
Club in Roxoboro.

There is a team entry fee of
$130. There will be a shotgun start
at 9 a.m.

The tournament will feature a
closet to the pin prize on the No. 2,
5, 10, 13 and 14 holes. There also
will be a straightest drive prize on
No. 11, and a 50/50 prize on No.
17.

Players will be able to purchase
a mulligan and one tee buster.

The Roxoboro Country Club is
located at 260 Club House Drive.
For information, contact the
Pearson County Lodge at 336-
597-2072.

** ** ** **
Carteret County Lodge #77 is

sponsoring a Shop-With-A-Cop
Golf Tournament Sept. 19 at the
Country Club of the Crystal Coast
in Pine Knoll Shores.

There is a team entry fee of
$250. Indiviual golfers can play for
$50. The entry fee includes a post
championship meal, hat and bag.
There will be door prizes. There will
be a shotgun start at 9 a.m.

Lodge Fund-Raisers

Congratulations to Brother Ken-
neth Gamble of the Winston-Sa-
lem/Forsyth County Lodge #8
upon his appointment as chief of
police at the Kernersville Police
Department.

Gamble, a member of the lodge
since 2006, replaces Brother Neil
Stockton, who retired in August.

** ** ** **
Congratulations to Brother Kevin

Brinkley, a charter member of
Outer Banks Lodge #71, upon his
appointment as chief of police at
the Nags Head Police Department.

Brinkley replaces Wayne Byrum
who retired in August.

Caldwell County Lodge #83 is
hosting a memorial service at 6
p.m. Friday, Sept. 18 for Deputy
Adam Klutz, who died in the line of
duty on Sept. 19, 2008.

The service will be held at First
Baptist Church on Main Street in
Lenior.

Afterwards, there will be a cer-
emony at the Peace Officers Me-
morial at the Caldwell County
Courthouse, where Klutz’ name will
be placed on the memorial.

The lodge is also looking for
tournament sponsors. They have
two sponsorship packages: for
$100 and $250.

To obtain an entry form or to be-
come a sponsor, visit the lodge
Web site at www.ncfop77.com to
download an application. For infor-
mation, contact Cliff DeVore at
706-974-0459.

** ** ** **
The 3rd annual Carteret County

Officer Down Memorial Ride will
be held Sept. 19 at Carteret Com-
munity College.

Early registration is $15 per par-
ticipant. The fee increases to $20
on the day of the event. There is a
$10 fee for a passenger.

Proceeds from this event will be
used for the Blue Knights XVIII
scholarship fund for the criminal
justice program in memory of Joe
Cagley at Carteret Community
College. For information, contact
Johnny Overby at 252-241-0946.

Appointments

Continued From P. 6

Letters
are doing fine.

Any letters of support and well
wishes on your behalf to them would
be greatly appreciated by our
lodge. Their work address is c/o
Iredell County Sheriff’s Office, P.O.
Box 287 Statesville, NC 28687.

If you do not have time to write a
letter, feel free to go to the
www.statesville.com Web site and
look for the news story and post any
comments you like there.

Fraternally Yours
Ron “Duck” Wyatt

President
Iredell County Lodge #10

Memorial Service

Legislative News

By Jeff Gray
Legislative Agent

The budget crisis looming over
Raleigh during the entire legislative
session, which began in January,
quickly killed any thought of moving
the North Carolina Fraternal Order
of Police’s number one priority bill
forward.

Although 25-year retirement for
law enforcement officers has been
a goal of the FOP for many years,
merely mentioning it to a legislator
would bring a not so surprising re-
sponse.

However, despite the fiscal fore-
cast for the state, this may have been
one of the more productive sessions
in the legislature for smaller matters
that effect law enforcement officers
in North Carolina from a retirement
and benefits standpoint.

With the help of the Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) and the
Sheriffs’ Association, and even as-
sistance from the North Carolina
League of Municipalities, the FOP
obtained a longtime goal of correct-
ing the differing interpretations of the
statutes governing the Special
Separation Allowance.

For years, there have been differ-
ent interpretations of which govern-
ment agencies, state or local, that a
retired law enforcement officer could
return to work for and still draw the
Special Separation Allowance.  This
varying interpretation harmed offic-
ers and ultimately started harming
cities who wanted to hire back
sworn officers on a part-time basis
after their retirement to handle
projects that did not necessarily need
to be handled by a full-time patrol or
administrative officer.

HB816, with the primary sponsor-
ship of Rep. Tricia Cotham of Meck-
lenburg County, provided that an of-
ficer can return to work for a local
government employer in a public
safety position in a capacity not re-
quiring participation in the Local
Governmental Employees’ Retire-
ment System and not forfeit the Spe-
cial Separation Allowance benefit.

The FOP also strongly supported
a PBA initiative to expand the ben-
efits available to families of fallen law
enforcement officers.

SB441, entitled “Amend
Survivor’s Alternative Benefit,” and
signed by Gov. Bev Purdue on June
16, expanded the benefits for sur-
viving law enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty. Up until now, the
spouse of a law enforcement officer
killed in the line of duty was not eli-
gible to receive that officer’s benefit
unless the officer had worked 20
years as an officer.

The PBA was advocating for this

Despite Budget Crisis,
State Lawmakers  Had
Productive ‘09 Session

Jeff
Gray
Legislative Agent
jgray@rose-randlaw.com

bill on behalf of Joyce Plouf, widow
of fallen Winston-Salem police Sgt.
Howard Plouf, who had fewer than
the requisite number of years at the
time of his death.  Because of the
way the law was written, the wife was
unable to draw her husband’s retire-
ment.  The inequities of this law be-
came apparent very quickly in the
committee meetings and it was
heartwarming to see the response
of legislators, legislative staff and
others as this bill moved through the
legislature.

The bill’s amendment now allows
for the option after 15 years of ser-
vice. The legislature made the
change retroactive so that Plouf’s
wife could begin receiving the ben-
efit.  While no one hopes that this
benefit will ever be used, it is assur-
ance for the family of younger offic-
ers that their families will be cared
for in the event of a line of duty death.

A number of issues proposed in
the House budget caused much con-
sternation for all law enforcement in
North Carolina and the FOP fought
hard to ensure that these provisions
did not end up in the final state bud-
get. We were ultimately successful.

The first provision would have
eliminated the tuition waiver for law
enforcement officers who attend
courses at North Carolina commu-
nity colleges. This provision would
have been devastating to both de-
partments and individual officers and
we believe, ultimately, to the commu-
nity college system.

This proposal would have re-
quired law enforcement officers
(and firefighters and EMS person-
nel, except volunteers) attending cur-
riculum courses at a community col-
lege to pay a fee of $45 per credit
hour and to pay a fee of $45 per
course for continuing education
courses. These amounts varied
among the budget process.  Such a
proposal was a prime example of
“robbing Peter to pay Paul” because
it was estimated that it would cost
officers and agencies $15 million an-
nually statewide.

The second proposal was to
charge a certification fee for crimi-
nal justice officers, which includes
both law enforcement officers and
correctional employees, as well as
employees of the Department of

Continued On Page 8
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Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention.

All officers, whether exist-
ing or entry-level graduating
from basic law enforcement
training, would pay a $250
certification fee and then
would have to pay a $100
annual fee upon completion
of in-service training.  Worse
yet was a provision requir-
ing each officer to pay a $25
fee each time a certification
is issued to that officer. That
would have included certifi-
cations such as radar op-
erator, general instructor,
specialized instructor, etc.

Although it would not have
directly effected officers fi-
nancially, there was also a
budget provision in the
Houses proposed budget
that would have closed the
State Bureau of Invest-
igation’s new Triad labora-
tory in Guilford County.  This
lab has only been online ap-
proximately two years.

Some speculated that
these provisions were pro-
posed to cause a hue and
cry to pressure certain leg-
islators to be more inclined
to agree to a tax increase.
Regardless of the motives,
it certainly was effective in
causing a stir among law en-
forcement.

The FOP, with the assent
of President Terry Mangum
and the Executive Commit-
tee, got involved in attempt-
ing to combat a bill that re-
pealed a long-standing local
act which gave the Statesville
Police Department jurisdic-
tion throughout Iredell
County.

I worked closely with Duck
Wyatt of the Iredell County
Lodge #10 and Chief Tom
Anderson and Capt. Jacob
Dyson of the Statesville Po-
lice Department as we ap-
peared in a number of legis-
lative committees attempt-
ing to thwart the passage of
this bill.  Ultimately, we were
not successful.

This arrangement had
worked well in Iredell County
since 1971 and until recently
no issues had ever risen re-
garding officer safety or
questions of Statesville offic-
ers overstepping their juris-
dictional boundaries by way
of investigations.  It appears
as if this was a power play
by the sheriff and is believed
to be an attempt to gain ex-
clusive control of potential
forfeitures on I-85, which
passes through the county.

The FOP was set back in
its attempt to secure a seat
on the Criminal Justice Edu-
cation and Training Stan-
dards Commission. The
Commission has 33 ap-

pointees from a variety of
agencies, associations and
professions as well as pub-
lic members.  However, the
Fraternal Order of Police, the
largest association of law
enforcement officers in North
Carolina, has never had an
appointment. The sponsor
of the FOP’s bill (HB130),
Representative Bill Owens
from Pasquotank County, re-
ceived no hearing on the bill
in committee at the request
of the North Carolina Sher-
iffs’ Association, who was
opposed to the bill.

The FOP lent its support
to a bill to allow the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Board of
Education to create and
maintain a campus police
agency.  HB270, a local act
not requiring the governor’s
signature, was ratified by the
General Assembly on June
10 and became effective on
that date.

SB556 was a Local Act
affecting the Asheville civil
service system. Although the
Professional Firefighters
Association was the main
advocate for this bill, the
Asheville Police Depart-
ment is subject to the
Asheville Civil Service
Board’s law and rules and
the Harold C. Enloe Lodge
#1 requested that we be in-
volved. SB556 ultimately
passed the legislature and
was ratified on Aug. 3.

With its increased legisla-
tive presence, the FOP is
now being asked to show its
support of certain bills by
other groups, usually in the
public safety and crime ar-
eas.  Examples of these bills
are HB1054, a “safer
schools” bill that the North
Carolina Association of Edu-
cators was advocating, and
SB300, an amendment to
the speeding to allude arrest
law to allow for forfeiture of
the vehicle.

There was an overriding
desire by legislators not to in-
volve themselves in anything
“controversial” in this session
of the legislature.  It was their
intent to work towards the
budget crisis facing the
state, vote on the state bud-
get, and then adjourn.  That
overriding theme effected a
number of bills of interest to
the FOP including a bill to
restore the rights of govern-
ment workers to contract
(SB427) and a law enforce-
ment officer protection act
(HB1266).

A full legislative report will
be made to attendees at the
board meeting in Clemmons
Oct. 9-11, and copies of the
report will be available after
those dates.

Bills Intr oduced That Will
Allow Collective Bargaining

From Staff Reports
Legislation that would per-

mit police officers and other
emergency responders to
form a union and bargain
collectively for a contract has
been introduced into the
United State Congress.

FOP National President
Chuck Canterbury hailed
the introduction of the “Pub-
lic Safety Employee-Em-
ployer Cooperation Act”
and repeated earlier
claims that he was all but
certain the bill would be
enacted during the current
Congressional session.

“This is not an assertion
we make lightly, but we laid
the groundwork for success
last Congress,” Canterbury
said.

“President Obama was a
strong supporter of the bill
and, as a candidate,
pledged that he would sign
it into law.”

The Senate bill, intro-
duced by Senators Judd
Gregg of New Hampshire
and Edward M. Kennedy of
Massachusetts, would rec-
ognize the right of public
safety employees to form
and join unions, and bar-
gain collectively with their
employers.

“This bill is vitally impor-
tant to each and every
American because, at its
core, it is about safety, the
safety of our dedicated first
responders and the safety
of our nation in this new era
of heightened concerns
about homeland security,”
said Kennedy, who died in
office before the bill could
be introduced.

Kennedy, a Democrat,
said this bill takes a major
step forward in protecting
firefighters, police officers,
emergency medical techni-
cians, and other first re-
sponders from danger on
the job. “Public safety work-
ers are on the front line of
our constant efforts to keep
America safe,” he said.
“They are on call 24 hours
a day, seven days a week,
doing backbreaking, diffi-
cult work, and doing it with
great skill, great courage
and great dedication.”

Senator Gregg, a Re-
publican, said the legisla-
tion would give public
safety employees the right
to discuss workplace is-
sues with their employers.

“Each year, more than
80,000 police officers and
75,000 firefighters are in-
jured protecting their com-
munities. Not counting the
tragic events of Sept. 11, it

Continued From P. 7

Gray

is estimated that 162 po-
lice officers and 100 fire
fighters will lose their lives
each year in the line of
duty,” Gregg said.

“These extraordinary in-
dividuals selflessly risk in-
jury, and sometimes their
lives, to protect others, yet
they remain the only sizable
segment of workers who
do not have the combined
rights to enter into collec-
tive bargaining agree-
ments with their employ-
ers.”

The legislation won a
strong majority in the Sen-
ate during a procedural
motion, though efforts to
move the bill were ultimately
stalled by parliamentary
tactics.

In announcing his sup-
port of the legislation, Rob-
ert Menendez, a Demo-
cratic senator from New
Jersey, said it was interest-
ing that “every New York
City firefighter and police
officer who responded to
the disaster at the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11,
was a union member under
a collective bargaining
agreement,” he said.

“I believe their ability to
have been integrated in
their negotiations with the
cities about all aspects of
the delivery of their ser-
vices gave some of the
most incredible response
on that fateful day,”
Menendez said.

Twenty-nine states, along
with the District of Colum-

bia, currently guarantee all
public safety workers the
fundamental right of collec-
tively bargaining. “It is time
for the Senate to act and to
respond,” Menendez said.
“The time has come to en-
sure that these workers are
protected.”

A House version of the
bill had already been intro-
duced earlier this year and
has 131 cosponsors.

“Public safety employ-
ees - police officers and
firefighters - are virtually the
only class of workers left in
the nation today who are
denied the fundamental
right in bargaining collec-
tively with their employers
over wage, hours and
working conditions,” Can-
terbury said.

“We’re going to change
that soon. Together with our
partners at the International
Association of Fire Fight-
ers, we will get this bill
passed and signed into
law before the end of this
Congress,” he said.

Call To Action
The North Carolina Fraternal
Order of Police is calling on
lodge members to contact
their Congressional represen-
tatives immediately to support
S. 1611 and HB 413, and en-
courage them to become a
cosponsor of the legislation.
Please send copies of emails,
letters and reports of phone
calls made to your elected of-
ficials to the state office so they
can keep track of contacts.
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From e-News
Fraternal Order of Police
BLEVE Entertainment

Group, LLC has formed a
strategic alliance with the
Fraternal Order of Police
and the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters to
market music created to
benefit police officers and
fire fighters in the United
States and Canada who suf-
fer financial hardship as the
result of a federally declared
disaster area or in cases of
natural or man-made disas-
ters, such as floods, hurri-
canes, tornadoes, earth-
quakes, fires or civil distur-
bances.

BLEVE Entertainment, an
independent record label lo-
cated in Nashville, will pro-
vide a portion of its music
revenue to help fund the
IAFF and the FOP disaster
relief funds, which provide
support to fire fighters and
police officers. In the past,
these funds assisted fire
fighters and police officers
and their families following
the Sept. 11 attacks and hur-
ricanes Ivan, Katrina, Rita,
and Wilma.

This unique idea is the cre-
ation of Mickey Milam, a re-
tired Metro Nashville police
officer and BLEVE Enter-
tainment president and
CEO. “We are thrilled to be
partnered with the police and
fire fighters to raise money
for these disaster relief
funds,” Milam said.

“These funds have never
fully recovered since 9/11
and, unfortunately, with the
state of the economy, I’m not
sure they can without some
significant help.”

FOP President Chuck
Canterbury states, “BLEVE
has pledged a generous
amount of the profit from
music sales and we are ex-
cited to support a project that
will benefit our own mem-
bers.”

BLEVE’s debut project is
a compilation CD. The first
single, aptly titled “My First
Ride,” features BLEVE re-
cording artist Ronnie Milsap
and Capitol recording artist
Trace Adkins. The single
was released Sept. 1.

With 40 number one hits,
six Grammy Awards and
twelve CMA Awards to his
credit, Milsap brings a tre-
mendous amount of musical
integrity to this project. From
the first time he heard about
the project he wanted to be
involved. “I admire what po-
lice officers and firefighters
do every day for this coun-
try,” Milsap said. “I want to
help in any way I can.”

When it came time to
record the first single, Milsap
enlisted the help of Adkins,
his long time friend. With
Adkins hitting the low notes
and Milsap nailing the highs,
this single proves to be a fun,
rocking song that will un-
doubtedly garner attention.

Hear the song by logging
onto www.blevemusic.com.

BLEVE will donate a sig-
nificant portion of the sales
for every CD, download and
concert ticket sold to the two
disaster relief funds.

The success of this project
is dependent on FOP mem-

bers, their colleagues and
families helping to promote
the Milsap/Adkins song. The
more the song sells the more
money will be generated that
can be donated to the FOP
Foundation. The single can
be downloaded from the
Bleve Music Web site at
www.blevemusic.com for 99
cents. Members are encour-
aged to download it as well
as encourage friends, co-
workers, and relatives to
download the song.

Members can also help by
calling radio stations in their
area to request that the song
be added to the station’s
playlist.

BLEVE will keep a run-
ning list on the Web site of
radio stations that need to
be targeted. To access that
list, which will be updated
daily, go to the Web site,
then click on “Members.”
When prompted to log in or
register, click on “Register”
then fill out the requested in-
formation. The group code
that is requested is tenfour.

Signing into the members
only section will entitle you to
look at the press updates
and alerts to when members
should be calling radio sta-
tions. As popularity of the
song increases, more sales
of the eventual CD to be re-
leased will be generated.
Members can also visit local
country radio stations and
ask that the song be added
to the station’s playlist. When
you explain the cause, sta-
tions will likely cooperate.

Legal Update
From Staff Reports

Melendez-Diaz v. Mass.,
129 S.Ct. 2527 (2009)
(Criminal Process/Sixth
Amendment Right to Con-
frontation)

Facts : Police arrested
Melendez for distributing
and trafficking in cocaine.
The cocaine was seized and
forwarded to the state lab for
chemical analysis.

After analyzing the sub-
stance, the lab analyst sent
three sworn reports to the
prosecutor which stated that
the substances submitted
were found to contain co-
caine.

At trial, the lab technician
did not testify; however pur-
suant to state statute, the lab
reports were offered into evi-
dence. Melendez objected
to the admission of the re-
ports into evidence assert-
ing that he had a Sixth
Amendment right to confront
and cross-examine the lab
technician in court.

The trial court overruled
Melendez’s objection and
admitted the reports as
prima facie evidence that the
substance officers found on
Melendez was indeed co-
caine. Melendez was found
guilty and appealed on the
grounds that the techni-
cian’s statements in the lab
report were testimonial in
nature and therefore he had
a right to confront and cross
examine the lab technician.

Issue : Are statements in
a lab report intended to be
offered at trial against the
defendant testimonial in na-
ture?

Ruling : Yes, statements
in a lab report from the ana-
lyst intended to be offered at

The Right To Cross-Examine Analyst
trial as evidence against the
defendant are testimonial in
nature.

Discussion:  Testimonial
evidence is evidence of-
fered by a witness in court
or a statement that is pre-
pared out of court for the pur-
pose of being introduced as
testimony at trial. In this
case, the lab report was spe-
cifically prepared as evi-
dence to be introduced in
court against Melendez for
the purpose of establishing
that the substance seized by
officers was indeed co-
caine.

Issue:  Is a testimonial
statement prepared out of
court, but offered in a crimi-
nal trial against a defendant,
subject to the Sixth Amend-
ment’s confrontation clause?

Ruling:  Yes, “the Sixth
Amendment to the United
States Constitution provides
that in all criminal prosecu-
tions, the accused shall en-
joy the right ….to be con-
fronted with the witnesses
against him.”

Discussion:  In this case
the lab reports contained out
of court statements in a for-
malized report similar to an
affidavit and were offered as
a substitution for the lab ana-
lyst actually appearing and
testifying in court.

Essentially, the lab report
acts as a “stand in” which is
convenient to the state ause
it does not have to call the
lab analyst. The court in at-
tempting to strike a balance
held that convenience can-
not trump the defendant’s
Sixth Amendment right to
confront someone who is a
witness against him.

North Carolina, like many

other states, has several “no-
tice and demand” eviden-
tiary statutes. These statutes
allow the prosecutor to intro-
duce a lab report in to evi-
dence without the analyst’s
testimony so long as the
state provides timely notice
to the defense of its intent to
introduce the report.

In order to comply with the
requirements of Melendez-
Diaz, the North Carolina leg-
islature recently amended
several statutes including
G.S. 8-58.20, G.S. 20-139.1,
and G.S. 90-95(g).

In a nutshell, these amend-
ments provide that for all

charges filed Oct. 1, 2009 or
after, if the state gives the de-
fendant 15 business days
(three weeks) notice of its
intent to offer (1) the chain of
custody statement, (2) the
drug analysis report, and/or
(3) the chemical analyst’s
affidavit for analyzing blood
or breath and the defendant
fails to file a written objection
within five business days of
trial (one week), the state-
ment or affidavit will be ad-
missible as evidence
against the defendant.

The amendment states
that a defendant’s failure to
file a timely objection shall be

deemed a waiver of the right
to object to the admissibility
of the affidavit. However, in
DWI cases, if the defendant
objects to the analyst’s affi-
davit in district court, then the
“[t]he case shall be contin-
ued until the analyst can be
present. The criminal case
shall not be dismissed due
to the failure of the analyst to
appear, unless the analyst
willfully fails to appear after
being ordered to appear by
the court.” The procedure for
providing the required notice
is being developed at this
time. SB 252 becomes ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2009.

Alliance Formed With Entertainment Group

To Learn More About The FOP  Foundation
www.fop.net
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By Jim Glennon
PoliceOne News

I spent almost half of my
career in investigations.
Three tours, one even as the
commander of the investi-
gations division of our county
homicide task force, and
what I don’t know about in-
vestigations could fill a foot-
ball stadium. What I was
good at was being incred-
ibly lucky, and surrounding
myself with a gifted team.

As a division commander
in Lombard, IL, I was fortu-
nate enough to have a great,
anal-retentive, obsessive-
compulsive sergeant named
Dave Kundrot. He managed
things I didn’t want to bother
with. Alagna, Vasil, Malatia,
Abenante, Wirsing, Nevara,
Heim, Belanger, were all ex-
ceptional detectives.

On the task force I found
the key to my greatness was
also incredible luck. Having
my boss be Paul Shafer
was essential. Assistant
commanders (who all wound
up being chiefs and deputy
chiefs leaving me in their
dust by the way) like Derby,
Malkin, McGury, and
Dempsey kept me from
screwing everything up. In
addition, Zdan, Cooley,
Giammarese, Griffith,
Cross, my guys above, and
too many others to count
were the core of an incred-
ibly successful task force.

So when I was asked to
write a list of “What-not-to-
do” in an investigation, my
first thought was to avoid
getting too many bosses like
me involved and let the guys
who know what they are do-
ing do the job.

So here is the list.
1. Don’t cover up the

body with a blanket  — I’ve
seen cops do this, but to be
fair it’s usually the fire depart-
ment and no matter how
many times you try to explain
to them that they are trans-
ferring material, contami-
nants, and other evidence
from one part of the crime
scene to another, they just
don’t seem to get it.

“Preserving the integrity of
the dead person” is most im-
portant to them. And no mat-
ter how many times you ex-
plain, “He’s dead!” some
people have a hard time
grasping that concept.

2. Don’t unload or se-
cure guns in an already
secure crime scene — I
actually saw a patrolman
pick up two guns after a guy
had been shot, unload them,
handcuff them together, and
put them on top of the refrig-
erator before detectives and
evidence techs arrived. And

it was a condo with no one
present but a couple of uni-
form cops. When I arrived, I
asked him if he read
Miranda to the .38 and 9
mm.

3. Don’t let every cop
working come in and
look at the body  — One of
the first shootings I was in-
volved in was actually in a
neighboring town and I was
just a back-up. But what I
noticed, even as a rookie,
was how every cop working
walked into the crime scene
in order to see the gore. But
to do this they had to step on
pills, kick away bullet casings
and literally pick up the de-
ceased so they could see
the entrance wound in the
back of his head.

4. Don’t forget to keep
a log of everyone who
walks into the scene  —
That includes bosses, chiefs,
mayors, alderman, prosecu-
tors, the chief’s mother, the
mayor’s neighbor, and
nosey cops. Let them know
you are logging their entry.
Better yet, don’t let them in.
Even uninvolved command-
ers; let them know they need
to stay out.

5. Don’t be afraid to take
charge  — Someone has to.
I don’t care if you are a
rookie, if you are the first one
there, take command! Of
course relinquish it when
someone else shows up
who outranks you. But be-
lieve me; controlling the
scene will be greatly appre-
ciated by those who need to
investigate and are con-
cerned about scene integrity
Remember what happened
in the O.J. Simpson case in
California.

6. Don’t forget to take
pictures  — Take them
early. Take them often. You
never have too many. Start
snapping pictures as soon
as it is tactically safe to do
so. Remember to use any-
thing you can for scale or to
establish positioning.

7. Don’t take stupid pic-
tures  — A cop pretending
they are tonguing the dead
guy’s ear doesn’t look good
in court. Putting funny hats on
the victim or placing ciga-
rettes in the mouth is also a
bad idea. All of these, by the
way, I have seen in my ca-
reer, though they were a
very, very long time ago. Tak-
ing 50 pictures of a sexual
tool found in the closet are
not only unnecessary they
are discoverable and tough
to explain to three grand-
mothers sitting on the jury.
Simply put: stay profes-
sional.

8. Don’t read Miranda

Warning 13 times  — Un-
derstand the parameters of
the decision. Once is almost
always sufficient if it is done
correctly. Also, there are four
warnings, not 12.

Document, document,
document: when they were
read, by whom, how (I like the
off of a card method myself;
helps in court in my opinion),
where exactly, who wit-
nessed them (have at least
one person, more if pos-
sible), and what was the re-
sponse of the suspect. That
part is important. They have
to understand and waive
them.

9. Don’t forget to keep
a timeline  — As soon as
you can, get the timeline go-

Top 10 Ways To Botch An Investigation

An officer walks past a body covered by a sheet at a crime scene.
Photo Courtesy of PoliceOne News

ing. Use the same time
piece for each entry if pos-
sible and coordinate with
dispatch times. Try to be pre-
cise but allow for some ap-
proximates. It isn’t an exact
science but using the
timeline shows professional-
ism and an attention to de-
tail.

10. Don’t discard your
notes — There is case law
and many different theories
about this issue but nowa-
days, it just seems to be bet-
ter to save any notes you
take, especially in a big
case. Therefore; write them
as though you were a profes-
sional! Because after all you
are. Jotting down: “Found
the asshole hiding in the

closet” isn’t recommended.
So there it is, an abbrevi-

ated list — probably too glib
for some — for you to keep
in mind when you’re at the
scene of an investigation.

All kidding aside; at some
point everything you do, say,
don’t do, don’t say, write, or
don’t write may be an issue
for a professional defense
attorney and brought up in
court.

Remember, you live and
die by what you write in your
reports. You live and die pro-
fessionally by how you con-
duct yourself. And know this:
if you screw up one investi-
gation, it can affect your sub-
sequent investigations for
years to come.

By Michael H. Schwartz
BlueNote Editor

The North Carolina Frater-
nal Order of Police publishes
a newsletter, the BlueNote,
for its statewide member-
ship.

We encourage our lead-
ership, committee chairper-
sons, local lodges and FOP
members to submit materi-
als for publication. The
newsletter is published six
times each year and can be
downloaded from our state
Web site at www.ncfop.org.

Along with columns, let-
ters, announcements and
news articles, we are al-
ways looking for photo-
graphs of lodge activities.

Materials for the newslet-
ter should be sent directly to
the state office. The best way
is to send it iby email to
ncfop@nc.rr.com as an at-
tachment.

Submitting Materials To The Newsletter

Here are a few tips when
submitting material:

•Send written material in a
Word document or as a PDF
file attachment.

•Make sure to include first
and last names of each per-
son identified in the article,
along with their title or position.

•Be sure to include your
lodge name and number in the
email and the article.

•Due to legal issues, we can-
not accept copyrighted material
for publication unless we have
a prior written agreement on file
to reprint the material.

•Photographs should be in
a .jpg format. The larger the
photo size - the better. Do not
place photographs in a Word
document or PDF file.

•Identify people in the photo
and decribe what is taking
place.

•Give proper credit to the
author or photographer.

The BlueNote uses the
standard Associated Press
style of writing, which means
we edit all written materials
for content, spelling, space
limitations and to ensure it
conforms to AP writing stan-
dards.

The deadline for submis-
sion is the 15th day of the
month prior to publication of
the newsletter.

If you have questions,
please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I can be reached at
980-522-0138 or email me at
mikehschwartz@carolina.rr.com.
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Carolina News

From Wire Reports
RALEIGH – Chatham

County officials say a
firefight outside of Siler
City ended in the shooting
of two deputies and the
death of a suspect.

Sgt. Chris Perry, of the
Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion, and Capt. Roy Allen,
of the Chatham Sheriff’s
Patrol Commander, re-
sponded to a 911 call
around 12:30 p.m. Sept.
17 about gunfire near a
residence close to the
Moore County line. A simi-
lar call was made from the
same area, but Maj. Gary
Blankenship said he could
not confirm whether they
were related.

One deputy attempted to
pull over a car that fit the
description given in the
second call. That’s when
police say 35-year-old
David Scott Herring led
deputies on a chase to
Siler City, stopping on
Alston Bridge Road around
1:30 p.m. Police said Her-
ring fired two shots, injuring
the deputies, who shot
back and killed him.

Chatham County officials
say the deputies were
originally taken to Chatham
Hospital in Siler City, but

Two Chatham County Deputies
Shot In Siler City Firefight

From Wire Reports
ZEBULON - Police have

arrested three theft sus-
pects and are looking for a
fourth after a series of
events on Sept. 18 that left
a police officer trainee with
a broken leg.

Police are looking for Ja-
son Earl Anthony, 32, of 103
Jordan Lane in Wake For-
est. They describe him as
armed and dangerous.

Zebulon police re-
sponded to a call that
someone was stealing pro-
pane cylinders and beer
from the Scotch-man Con-
venience Store on West
Gannon Avenue, according
to a police news release.
They were told the sus-
pects were in a blue Ford
Ranger pickup headed
west on N.C. 97 toward
Lizard Lick.

About 1:40 a.m.,
Zebulon police Sgt. Tivon
Howard and a trainee of-

Captain Roy Allen

Sergeant Chris Perry
were transferred to UNC
Hospital in Chapel Hill,
where they were listed in
good condition.

A second suspect in the
case was in custody but
was released Thursday
evening with no charges.

The State Bureau of In-
vestigation sent agents to
investigate the shooting.

Zebulon Police Trainee Injured
When Dragged By Suspect’s Car

Officer Brandon Atwood
ficer, C. Brandon Atwood,
spotted a truck that fit that
description at the Swift Mart
at N.C. 97 and Lizard Lick
Road. They approached the
truck and began speaking
with the four occupants when
the driver put the truck in gear
and began driving away, the
release said.

Atwood was trapped be-
tween the passenger door
and the truck’s frame and
was dragged as the truck
drove off. He was able to pull
his gun and fire it, trying to

stop the driver, but no one
was hit, police said.

Atwood, who had been
in the Zebulon
department’s field training
program for about 12
days, eventually fell from
the truck, which ran over his
leg. He was treated at
WakeMed.

Meanwhile, a Highway
Patrol trooper spotted the
truck a short time later on
N.C. 96 near Jack Mitchell
Road. After a short chase,
the truck crashed into a
ditch on Ferrell Road just
east of N.C. 96.

Three suspects were
apprehended in the truck,
but the driver, thought to be
Anthony, fled on foot.

The three people who
were arrested are: Terry
Lynn Pearce Sr., 43, of
Louisburg; Terry Lynn
Pearce Jr., 20, of Raleigh
and Ashley Elizabeth
Jones, 19, of Garner.

From Wire Reports
Deputies in the Guilford

County Sheriff’s Office
could soon get new guns.

Under a department pro-
posal submitted to Guilford
County commissioners, the
sheriff’s office would pro-
vide free upgrades as a
part of a promotion offered
by Smith and Wesson.

The program would allow
deputies to trade in their
10-year-old Glock Model
21 pistols for new M&P .45
caliber pistols. Sheriff B.J.

Guilford County Sheriff’s Office
Could Get New Firearms In Deal

Barnes says the new guns
can be modified to fit the
officers’ hands and would
be more versatile and a
greater asset to the depart-
ment.

“We’re not losing any-
thing, is what it amounts to,”
Barnes said. “We’re gain-
ing new guns. The night
sights last about 10 years,
so hopefully we wont have
to worry about this for an-
other 10 years.”

The switch will save the
office nearly $34,000.

A Charlotte-Mecklenburg
police officer directing traf-
fic in north Charlotte on
Sept. 17 was hit by a car.

News Briefs
Police K9 Dies

Retired Gaston County
Police K9 Fin passed away
on Aug. 10.

Before his
passing, Fin
had been di-
a g n o s e d
with an inop-
erable heart
tumor. Fin
was retired
from service
in December of 2006 due to
the onset of hip dysplasia.
He resided with his handler,
Sgt. W. P. Downey and fam-
ily.

During his 5-year career
Fin was responsible for over
100 track finds. He con-
ducted hundreds of vehicle
searches and found in ex-
cess of $2 million dollars of
illegal street narcotics, in-
cluding marijuana, cocaine,
heroin, and other illegal
street drugs. One of the high-
lights of his career was locat-
ing a murder suspect
wanted from Shelby on a
track.

Officer Hurt

The accident happened
around 9:40 p.m. at the in-
tersection of Millhaven
Lane and Sunset Road.

The officer was directing
traffic at the scene of an
accident when he was
clipped by an SUV. The of-
ficer was wearing a reflec-
tive vest.

The officer, who was not
named, received minor in-
juries and was transported
to Presbyterian Hospital.
Charges are pending
against the driver.

From Staff & Wire Reports

Gastonia Police K-9
Vader has protection
against gun- and knife-
wielding suspects with his
first new bulletproof/stab
proof vest.

Gastonia Police received
the vest Aug. 14 after recently
making contact with Susie
Jean, founder of the non-
profit organization, Vest N
Police Dog Protection.

Vest N P.D.P. is a non-
profit corporation created in
July 2002 to raise funds for
bulletproof/stab proof vests
for K-9s which cost $695
each, according to the
vestnpdp.com website.

“The vest fits well,” said
Sgt. Steve Colvard, K-9 Unit

K9 Given Vest

supervisor. “To my knowl-
edge Vader is the only dog
locally that is fitted for such a
vest. Officer (Thomas) Doby
is in the process of securing
vests for all our dogs now.”

Gastonia Police Depart-
ment’s K-9 Unit started in
1990 and consists of six
teams.

North Carolina opened its
Information Sharing and
Analysis Center in Raleigh
on Sept. 19 to help law en-
forcement gather and evalu-
ate information on homeland
security and gang activity.

ISAAC will serve as the fo-
cal point for collection, analy-
sis and dissemination of in-
formation on possible terror-
ist and criminal threats in
North Carolina.

“We know that good coop-
eration among law enforce-
ment and tips from alert citizens
are keys to thwarting terrorism
and fighting crime,” Attorney
General Roy Cooper said.

“ISAAC will be a pipeline
to share critical information
about potential threats so
that we can help keep North
Carolina safe.”

The State Bureau of Inves-
tigation will oversee the Cen-
ter.

ISAAC Opens


